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LETTERS 


God and Polio 

In the magazine, THE JewIsH FRONTIER. 
Shlomo Katz wrote an article expressing 
dissatisfaction with the replies given in 
the symposium which appeared in our last 
issue on “Mommy, Why Does God Allou 
Polio?” Below is part of a letter sent 
to Mr. Katz by Rabbi Gittelsohn. Rabbi 
Vorris Lazaron informs us that he shares 
the views expressed in the letter—Eb. 





All your criticisms of our answers 
can really be boiled down to the fact that 
none of us assumed God to be the kind 
of omnipotent deity who can do anything 
He desires, I have a right to speak speci- 
fically only for myself in this regard. | 
do not believe that God is omnipotent. | 
believe that God is Himself limited by the 
very nature of the universe He created. 
I do not believe that God could wipe out 
polio tomorrow if He wished. 

I believe that polio is one of many 
dreadful evils which we and God together 
have the ultimate power to conquer. Once 
diphtheria and tuberculosis were in the 
same category. Some day polio will be 
eliminated or controlled even as they have 
been. When that blessed day 
comes, the credit will be ours and God’s 
together. In the meantime, the blame that 
polio continues is not so much God’s as 
ours. Had we fully cooperated with God, 
had we lived as God from the beginning 
meant us to, had we devoted to the saving 
of life one-tenth the attention and energy 
we have given to the destruction of life. 
polio might well by this time have been a 
thing of the past. 

The alternative, except for the outright 
atheist, is to claim that God could, if He 


already 


wished, immediately wipe out even the 
possibility of polio by suspending the 
laws of nature. Would this make Him a 
more just God, more considerate of our 


human welfare? I think not. To me God’s 
justice consists precisely of the fact that 
He has given us a universe of predictable 
law and order. If in response to my prayers 
He could Himself suspend that order to- 
day for my could He not then 
suspend it tomorrow in answer to your 


benefit, 


prayers and for my hurt? I have no right, 
theolozically, to eat my cake and keep it 
too. Even though the dread tragedy of 
polio be the price I must pay for a uni- 
verse on which I can depend, the result 
is far better, the price much lower, than 


if this were a universe of accident gov- 
erned by the capricious whim even of 
God. 


My heart breaks when a helpless child 
is stricken with polio. It breaks whenever 
a human being of any age suffers and I 
am frustrated by helplessness. But I can 
not allow even my heartbreak to make me 
abandon my reason or take resort’ in 
editorial smugness. 

Do you remember the Roman who once 
asked Rabbi Akiba why God. if he loves 
the poor, allowed them to remain poor? 
Akiba’s 


read: because God wanted the responsi- 


answer may be paraphrased to 
bility of caring for the poor and of elim- 
inating poverty to be ours, 

By the way, Mr. Katz, how would you 
answer a nine-year-old child who asked: 
“Mommy, why does God allow polio?” 
Rapst RoLanp B. GitreLsoun 


Boston, Mass. 


To the Editor: 

\ child’s query about polio is simply 
a limited version of the profound problem 
which has troubled mankind throughout 
history: Why does God permit any evil 
to exist? 

As an average individual, with a limited 
both 
presumptuous and feolish to try to give 


religious education, [| would be 


an answer where the world’s greatest 
minds have failed. But, having been phys 
ically handicapped all my life, I feel that 
| have some basis of experience for offer- 


ing following suggestions for the mother 
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More Temple 
Centenarians 











F., R MORE TEMPLES have reached 
the 100-year mark during the year 
1953. One of them is Temple Anshe 
Sholom, Hamilton. Ontario, the oldest 
Reform congregation in Canada, now 
being served by Rabbi Bernard Bas- 
kin; president is Harold Minden. The 
centenarian with the most. striking 
name is Congregation B’er Chayim 
(Well of Life), of Cumberland, Md.. 
where the spirtual leader is Rabbi 
Samuel Umen and _ the president. 
Harry Beneman. Another Eastern con- 
gregation observing its 100th birthday 
is Baltimore’s Temple Oheb Shalom, 
known nationally as the Eutaw Place 
Temple. Rabbi Abraham Shaw occu- 
pies the pulpit; the president is Jack 
Neumann. The celebrated citadel of 
Reform in Memphis. Tenn.. Temple 
Israel, is also celebrating its centen- 
nial amid festivities honoring Dr. 
Harry W. Ettelson, one of the nation’s 
best-known rabbis who entered upon 
his duties in 1925. Also serving the 
congregation is Rabbi James A. Wax: 
president is William A. 

In an issue of this magazine last 
vear a list of temple centenarians 
failed to include one of the nation’s 
oldest Reform B’ nai 
El, of St. Louis. whose spiritual leader 
is Rabbi Julian Miller and 
president is Martin A. Rosenberg. 
Bnai El is 118 vears old! 


Loewenberg. 


congregations: 


whose 





to use in answering her child’s specific 
question: 

“You know, dear. that God is ever so 
much than we. Even though He 
loves each one of us very much, He some- 
times makes things happen to us that 


make 


wiser 


us hurt or sad or unhappy. But 


God is wise and good, we must 


since 
trust Him and believe that He is doing 
what is best for us at all times, even 


when we can’t understand. 

“Do you remember the day when you 
cut your finger? I put some medicine on 
it to make it get well quickly. The medi- 
cine made your finger hurt a great deal 
for a little while, and you couldn’t under- 
stand why I had done it. But I asked you 
to trust me and because you know I love 
you, you accepted the pain that I had 
caused. 

“That's the way it is with things like 
polio. We don’t understand why God lets 


Continued on page 30 
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Editorial Comment 


On Behalf of Fair Play 


This reprehensible act is yet 
another example of the abuse of 
the Congressional investigative 
process ... with the result that 
[men] are condemned without 
due process of law or any at- 
tempt to adhere to minimum 
American standards of 
and fair play. 


justice 


These words used, among others, by 
the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. to lambast the 
House Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities for maligning the memory of 
the late Rabbis Stephen Wise and 
Judah Magnes, point up one of the 
most serious problems to confront 
Americans today. What shall we do to 
check the hysteria unleashed by so- 
called enemies of Communism who 
imitate the irresponsible tactics of the 
Communists themselves? It is appar- 
ent to many that the struggle against 
the Communist terror is damaged 
rather than advanced by the policy of 
indiscriminate vilification. It is 
cially apparent that the professional 
patrioteers are primarily concerned 
not with combating Communism at 
all; their chief purpose is to stigmatize 
any attitude left of McCarthyism as 
red. This was made nauseatingly evi- 
dent when one of the “hysteriacs” re- 
cently declared that the Wisconsin 
Senator was “the touchstone by which 


espe- 


we can test Americans. . . . Those who 
are for McCarthy are complete Ameri- 
cans; others serve the Communist 
conspiracy.” 

The continuous eruptions of slander 
and all similar abuses are symptoms 
of an affliction menaces_ the 
moral health of our nation. The cure 


counter-statements 


which 


lies not only in 


such as those in which Dr. Eisendrath. 


UAHC president, has shared. The 
remedy lies not even in pronounce- 
ments such as those issued by the 


church council or by the UAHC at its 
last biennial. The malady can only be 
arrested by measures which imbue 
men with a understanding of 
social righteousness. The activation of 
our people into groups which labor for 
social progress and fairer play will 
furnish the ammunition to check the 


new 
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drives of those who glorify hate and 
glamorize bigotry. 

In this connection the UAHC’s re- 
cent executive 
secretary of its Commission on Social 
Action takes on special significance. 
For the first time perhaps, an agency 
of Liberal Judaism, one of whose basic 
emphases is social justice, enjoys the 


appointment of an 


services of one whose primary duty is 
in that realm. Mr. Albert Vorspan, a 
skilled communal worker formerly 
with the National Community Rela- 
tions Advisory Council. will help for- 
mulate programs through — which 
UAHC temples will be able to crystal- 
lize Reform’s tenets. In 
pursuit of this endeavor, all Reform 
temples have been asked by Dr. Eisen- 
drath to form social action committees 
if they are not already in existence. 
Mr. Vorspan, who will also serve as an 
aide to Rabbi Eugene Lipman in the 
of the Union’s Commission on 
Svnagogue Activities. will also help 
effectuate the program of the new Jew- 
ish inter-religious agency formed 
under the auspices of the NCRAC. 
The precious American and Jewish 
principle of individual freedom, be- 
stowed upon us by Biblical proph- 
ets. cannot be safeguarded too zeal- 
ously in these days of spiritual peril. 


socio-ethical 


work 


Chanuko Gift 


In a real sense this issue of AMERICAN 
Jupatsm is a Chanuko gift to the Re- 
form Jewish movement. In the special 
section. “Temple Youth Speaks.” our 
newest generation expresses a_ spirit 
of fidelity to Judaism which is truly 
Maccabean. Furthermore, the classical 
Chanuko miracle. the persistence of a 
flyme thought to be expiring, is exem- 
plified in the burning enthusiasm of 
the young people for synagogue life. 
in the face of many gloomy prophecies 
about youth and religion. Readers are 
urged toread every word of the essays. 

Through this issue, the entire UAHC 
family joins in the prayer that our 
movement will prove to be worthy of 
the gift of this adolescent zeal. The 
Union and its affiliates also pray that 
all who read these lines will experi- 
ence an enjoyable and _ healthy 
Chanuko week and find in it inspira- 
tion which will endure. 
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Does Reform Need 
a NEW God Concept? 


Two Views 


NEEDED: A NEW THEOLOGY 


by Emil Fackenheim 


cin REFORM JUDAISM has lasting 
achievements to its credit is a fact 
which, in this publication at least, 
need not be dwelt upon. But there are 
also things that are dated in liberal 
Judaism; this is a fact which we tend 
to overlook. For even in Reform we 
tend to cling slavishly to the ideas of 
our fathers. 

This is an error, for liberalism 
implies the willingness to be critical. 
even of itself. The dated in liberal 
Judaism, as it is today, lies chiefly in 
the field of theology. 

The dominant philosophy of the age 
in which liberal Judaism was born was 
“Tdealism.” which viewed the world as 
a spiritual whole, in which the human 
spirit harmoniously and_ necessarily 
evolved: it perceived, so to speak, a 
cosmic guarantee for human progress. 
The liberal theologian of that time 
took his cue from that philosophy. To 
find God. he learned, he no longer 
needed to look beyond the world to 
its Creator and Redeemer. God was 
immanent in the world itself. particu- 
larly in man. 


The Doctrine of “Optimism” 


The consequence of this philosophy 
was an optimism characteristic of the 
early nineteenth century. War was 
evil. but it would soon become a thing 
of the past. Injustice and oppression 
were morally wrong but. by means of 
forces immanent in_ history _ itself. 
would soon disappear. 

In our age. the idealistic world-view 
has been completely discredited. The 
sober scientific philosopher of today 
sees the world as a play of forces 
which is un-divine. and morally neu- 
tral. Biologists know of law and evolu- 
tion. but they perceive no moral pur- 


Dr. Fackenheim is Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy, University of Toronto. 


pose in it. Some of them predict that 
the race which will take over the earth 
from man will be—the rats! 

(gain, the consequences of this 
view are characteristic of the historical 
experience of our time. The liberal of 
our time must certainly not yield his 
conviction that injustice and oppres- 
sion are evils to be fought as best he 
can. But who but a fool can believe 
today that, by virtue of a force innate 
in history, they will automatically dis- 
appear ¢ 

The fundamental experience, then, 
of man in the early 19th century was 
that of being at home in the world. 
the more so the more deeply developed 
his spiritual powers. The fundamental 
experience of the 20th century is that 
of being a stranger in the world, and 
again the more so the more developed 
one’s spiritual powers. For the more 
passionate our yearning for the good 
and the holy. the more acutely we 
must recognize the evils in history and 
the neutrality of the stars. 

But the trouble with liberal Jewish 
theology and preaching is that it con- 
tinues to talk as if nothing had hap- 
pened. The friendliness of the uni- 
verse to man’s moral purposes and 
the necessary evolution of the good in 
history are still presented as if they 
were articles of faith on which the 
Liberal Jew must stake everything. 
whereas in truth they belong to an 
outmoded philosophy of the age in 
which Liberal Judaism happened to 
come into being. As we shall see. they 
are not found in traditional Judaism. 


The Shift to Psychology 


That many Reform rabbis have mis- 
givings about their theology is best 
illustrated by their shift of emphasis 
from theology to psychology. Instead 
of asking. “What can I truly believe?” 
it is now popular to ask. “What is it 
mature to believe?” or. “What belief 
will make me happy?” But it ought 


to be clear that psychology cannot re- 
place theology. No honest person can 
dispense with the question, “What can 
I accept as the truth?” Not theology 
is outmoded, but merely the theology 
which we have. 

What then is the reform in theology 
which is required of us? It is to re- 
think our faith critically, by going 
back for inspiration to the living 
sources of Judaism. Bible. Talmud, 
Midrash. Such a reform has already 
in part been undertaken by such men 
as Martin Buber and Franz Rosen- 
zweig, and, more recently and in this 
country. by A. J. Heschel and Will 
Herberg. These men have made the 
remarkable discovery that some of the 
doctrines of 19th century liberalism 
are far more dated than the Biblical 
and rabbinic doctrines which they 
sought to replace. We must not blind 
ourselves to that discovery, and to the 
religious insights which may spring 
from it by letting the searchings of 
vesterday become the dogmas of to- 
day. 

Briefly. the great error of the 19th 
century was the secularization of the 
traditional heritage. By secularism we 
mean the view that man, in order to 
fulfill the meaning of his life. need 
not go beyond his life, his ideals, his 
world, to seek a God who transcends 
them all. Secularism therefore means 
the deificaiion of the world, of man. 
of history. This is a faith no longer 
tenable in an age in which the phys- 
icist sees the world as un-divine: in 
which the psychologist discovers the 
demonic along with the rational and 
moral in man: in which the historian 
cannot honestly perceive necessary 
progress in history. But then, this is 
not the authentic faith of Judaism. 
While the secularist version of Ju- 
daism has become untenable in our 
time, the authentic Jewish faith, which 
seeks God beyond the world, has ac- 
quired new meaning. 


God Is Not History 


To the twentieth century Jew. God 
cannot be. as in secularism. a “cosmic 
force.” The stars. taken by themselves. 
are neutral: and man discovers him- 
self to be a stranger underneath 
them. But precisely because of this 
discovery. the traditional concept of 
creation acquires new meaning. The 
Creator God is not the world. but be- 
yond it. And faith in the Creator God 
is not a romantic deification of the 
world. On the contrary. precisely be- 
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cause he recognizes the world as un- 
divine and himself a stranger in it, 


man seeks God beyond it. To have 
faith means to find this God, and to 
accept the belief that a world which is 
experienced as not good. or not wholly 
good, is yet ultimately good by virtue 
of Him. 

The twentieth century Jew can no 
longer see in history necessary evolu- 
tion toward moral goodness. This too 
means. not the rejection of Judaism. 
but merely of its secularist version. 
Here as elsewhere. this version turns 
out to be a perversion. If we make 
God immanent in history we must 
deify history; and this means that we 





must close our eyes to the evil which 
is in fact part of it. But classical Ju- 
daism teaches not a divine history, but 
a historical God; a God who is not 
history itself, but enters into it in acts 
of creation, revelation, and redemp- 
tion. Again the traditional conception 
acquires new meaning in our time. 
Precisely because we must recognize 
that history has inveterate evil along 
with good, we must seek its consumma- 
tion in a God who transcends it. 
To sum up: we can no longer, as 
the 19th century could, romanticize 
and deify the world. The realism of 
the 20th century makes a 
strangeness in the world our funda- 


sense of 


“‘OVER-ANXIOUS JEWISH THEOLOGIANS”’ 


by Levi A. Olan 


t T IS NOW fashionable to call Jews to 
a greater concern with their theology. 
Dr. Fackenheim does just that and 
goes even further in that he singles 
out theology as the most dated aspect 
of Reform Judaism. There is plausi- 
bility to this appeal for two reasons. 
Periods of disturbed social existence 
have a tendency to set men to asking 
basic questions. The depth of the up- 
heaval confronts us strongly and we 
are putting questions which have long 
been neglected. But there is another 
cause for this sudden demand for a 
reform in our theology arising from 
the old Wie es Christelt 
Yudelt sich. There is great ferment in 
the Christian world of theology, and 
Jews are not free from its effects. It 
is often asserted, in a tone of envy. 
that Christian theologians are produc- 
ing so much and we so little. Here lies 
the first mistake of the over-anxious 
Jewish theologians. Judaism does not 
have the which confront 
Christianity. There is no man who is 
God. no three that is one, no incarna- 
tion. or miraculous birth to explain. 


sich, so 


problems 


Judaism has a theology. but it is not 
under the same pressure as Christi- 
anity. 

Dr. Fackenheim’s extremely brief 
statement presents a problem to any 
commentator. It is unfortunate that 
limited space forced him to define the 
school of Idealism in a few words. The 
variations in the philosophy of Ideal- 
Rabbi Olan is spiritual leader of Temple 
Emanuel, Dallas, Texas. 
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ism between Kant and Hegel are tre- 
mendous and to lump them all into 
one neat statement that it perceived 
“a cosmic guarantee for human prog- 
is to strain the facts. Further- 
more, to assert that Liberal Judaism. 
because it was born during the period 
of German idealism, assimilated itself 
to its philosophy, is to neglect the dif- 
ferences which were carefully noted 
by such thinkers as Steinheim, Form- 
stecher, or Geiger. The philosophy of 
Hermann Cohen was far 
from the rational absolute of Hegel. 
The point is that these vast generali- 
zations do not give a basis for intelli- 


gent discussion. 


9 
ress 


removed 


Is Man Helpless? 

There is another of these vast gen- 
eralizations which needs much more 
support to substantiate it than the 
size of the statement permits. The as- 
sertion that science in our time has 
demonstrated that there is no moral 
purpose to the world is one of those 
neat theological interpretations with 
which genuine scientists do not deal. 
Moral purpose is not demonstrated in 
the laboratory. The tragedy here is 
that from such an unwarranted as- 
sertion. Dr. Fackenheim posits the 
basic thought of all Existential theo- 
logians that the hopes of man for the 
improvement of his state are vain. To 
believe in becomes man’s 


progress 


most serious sin. To announce this 
dogma upon so little evidence. a 
degma with profound implications, 


ought to call for more than an in- 
tellectual dissent. This is dangerous to 
man’s spirit. 


mental experience. Such an age has 
the alternative only between complete 
unfaith (of which the 
phasis on pragmatism and psychology 
are an expression) or the search for 
a God who can be akin to our spirit 
only by being beyond the world. 

But is such a belief intellectually 
respectable? And can such a God be 
found? The 
above have shown with brilliant suc- 
cess that such a belief is respectable. 
Whether such a God can be found is 
a question to be answered, not by the- 
ologians, but by each individual Jew, 
through meditation, prayer, and his 
searching heart. 


present em- 


theologians mentioned 


However, Dr. Fackenheim’s brief 
statement does not stand in isolation. 
It gives us enough to warrant our con- 
sidering the entire Existentialist ap- 
proach to God and man. Dr. Facken- 
heim accuses 19th century idealism of 
positing a God who is immanent in 
history. This is its major transgres- 
sion for it deifies history, “and this 
means we must close our eyes to the 
evil which is part of it.” To the Ex- 
istentialist God is wholly transcendent, 
as Barth phrases it, “wholly other.” 
God is beyond history, beyond the as- 
pirations of men for a better life on 
earth. Reduced to its basic terms this 
is serious business. It places the stamp 
of futility upon any human efforts 
toward eliminating the evils of society. 
Taken on its face value, it can only 
mean that helpless in his 
worldly suffering and must wait in 


man is 


faith for the grace of God. 

It is interesting that Dr. Facken- 
heim recognizes the serious implica- 
tions of his theology and tries to 
modify them by calling upen the 
liberal. “not to yield his convictions 
that injustices and oppression are evils 
to be fought as best he can.” Now, 
really. either man has the possibility 
of achieving a better life on earth, or 
he has not. You can’t have your theo- 
logical cake and eat it too. 


Theological Winds 

A full 
problem is beyond the limit of this 
brief comment. It is enough merely to 
raise the issue. What cannot be glibly 
is the that 
Judaism teaches a concept of God be- 


discussion of this serious 


accepted assertion basic 
yond history. To assert this is to play 
Continued on page 19 
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What Young People Wrote in Essay Contest Sponsored by 
National Federation of Temple Youth and Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 


What I Will Teach My Children about Judaism 
My Program for Reform Judaism 


THE “NIFTY” STORY 


i. YOU WERE to overhear a young- 
ster ask,“‘Are you a Softy?” it would 
not necessarily mean that anyone’s 
valor was being questioned. It might 
merely mean that the young person 
wants to know whether his acquaint- 
ance belongs to the Southern Fed- 
eration of Temple Youth, one of the 
sixteen regions of the National Fed- 
eration of Temple Youth is divided. 


Among other regions within NFTY 
(pronounced “Nifty”) are “Swifty” 
(Southwest Federation), “Mafty” 
(Middle Atlantic), etc., ete. 
Something of a phenomenon in 
American Jewish life, NFTY, now 
entering its fifteenth year, represents 
the attempt by the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations to help 
temples evoke and strengthen the 
Jewish loyalties of their teenagers. 


Jewish teenagers have been deemed 
notoriously allergic to the call 
of faith. Rabbis, and 
educators are wont to say that young 
people look upon their Confirmation 


parents, 


as a “release” from religious school. 
Winning them back to Jewish educa- 
tion after they have recited their 
Shovuos pledges and counted their 
Confirmation gifts has proved to be 
task. The 


breathlessly exploring the new vistas 


a herculean teenager, 


of adolescence, has been written 


down (or off) as at least a tem- 


6 


porary religious casualty untappable 
by temple until his wedding day. 


The Nifty Approach: NITY 
does not pretend to have solved 
the teenager problem. But it has 
made decisive inroads on the apathy 
of Reform’s youth. It 


reversing the 


has done 
so, partially, by 
conventional pedagogic process. In- 
stead of regarding the informal club 
program as an addendum to classes, 
Nifty recommends it as an impetus 
Additional 
provided by unleashing the young 


to study. incentive is 
people’s utmost creativity in gearing 


meetings, religious services, and 
worships to their own wants and 
needs. The result is often the trans- 


formation of an erstwhile indifferent 


teenager into an exuberant devotee 


of temple life. 


This “functional” approach, as it 
is termed and practiced by Rabbi 
Samuel Cook, Nifty’s director, was 
first evolved in regional conclaves. 
The first conclaves 
Labor Day 
camps; each autumn a network of 


were held on 


week-ends at summer 
conclaves still dot the nation. Addi- 
tional conclaves now take place in 
cities at all seasons. 


\t the conclaves the teenagers be- 
lie the pessimistic platitudes often 
They pray. 
study. create and play with fervor 


uttered about them. 
and intensity. A rabbinical faculty 


does the teaching. Youth committees 





Waiting for conclave bus outside House of Living Judaism-Berg Memorial 


Agog over the Synagogue 
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think out their own programs. Busi- 
ness sessions are electric with debate. 


Leadership Institutes: Out 


of the summer conclaves emerged 


the annual leadership Institutes, 
now housed in UAHC camps 
in Oconomowoc. Wisconsin, and 


Saratoga, California. The zealous 
adult UAHC leaders of the Midwest 
and the Far West who made possible 
the acquisition of these camps re- 
gard themselves adequately compen- 
sated for their sacrificial devotion 
when they observe the unbelievable 
verve which marks the youth gather- 
ings. For periods of twelve days, 
youngsters from temples the country 
over form themselves into a model 
youth group. They do all the plan- 
ning for their camp community, in- 
cluding the matter of discipline. 
Each day, two religious services 
take place, at morn and twilight; in 
addition, each cabin asks a rabbi to 
lead bedtime devotions. Discussion 
programs, social events, campfires, 
money-making projects, | manual 
labor designed to beautify the camp, 
and ingenious publications keep the 
voung folks busy and exhilarated. 
Songfests and informal “bull-ses- 
sions” with the rabbis further en- 
liven the Institute atmosphere. Stress 
is placed on “taking ideas back to 
our temple and using them to im- 
prove our own program.” 
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CAMP LEADERSHIP 
Each summer the young people form themselves into 
a model youth group, with a faculty of rabbis, headed 


INSTITUTE— 


Mitzvos: Back home the inspira- 
tion of and _ Institutes 
translates 


conclaves 
itself 


tivity, as teenagers become agog 


into renewed ac- 
over the synagogue. Rabbis are often 
pressed by the young people to set 
up study courses where. none existed 
before. Sisterhoods and men’s clubs, 
which frequently underwrite youth 
programs, widely acknowledge the 
high spiritual returns from their in- 
vestments. And the temple itself feels 
the impact of adolescent energy. 


Niftyites celebrated the organiza- 
tion’s thirteenth, or Bar Mitzvo, year 
by undertaking mitzvos which were 
to give expression to their religious 
spirit. Typical mitzvos are ushering 
at temples, serving as baby sitters so 
adults can attend Friday night wor- 
ship, enlisting as apprentice teachers 
in the religious school, soliciting for 
Jewish and general charities, fash- 
ioning special holiday worship serv- 
ices, building sukos, etc., etc. Lafay- 


ette, Ind., repaired torn prayer 
books. Lexington, Ky., acted as 


waiters at the temple Seder. St. Paul 
supplied entertainment for an old 
age Columbus, Ohio, and 
others gathered books for a_bur- 
geoning Liberal synagogue in Bom- 


home. 


bay, India. Toronto and others col- 
lected funds for the remarkable 
Rabbi Moses C. Weiler School in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, where 


by deans and co-deans, among whom have been Rabbi 
Eugene Borowitz, Port Washington, N. Y., Rabbi Maurice 
Davis, Lexington, Ky., and Rabbi Jack Stern, Great Neck. 


the Reform Sisterhood provides edu- 
cational training for downtrodden 
natives. Mitzvos continue to be a 


staple of the youth program. 


Projects: When Nifty adopts 
a national project, it becomes a suc- 
cess. Voting to raise money for the 
Leo Baeck School, the Reform Jew- 
ish educational outpost in Israel, the 
youngsters oversubscribed _ their 
“Bricks for Baeck”” commitment. In 
the Chapel of the Union House of 
Living Judaism-Berg Memorial, the 
Eternal Light over the ark represents 
Nifty dimes and dollars. The current 
project, selected by the national ex- 
ecutive last summer, calls for monies 
to go towards a chapel in the Leo 
Baeck School to be named for Dr. 
Abraham Cronbach, emeritus HUC- 
JIR professor, who has taught at 
every national Institute and who is 
idolized by the youngsters. 


result 


Results: The of Nifty’s 


efforts is an undoubted resurgence 


of zeal among teenagers. By no 
means have all confirmands been 
reached. but 6.530 of them have 


gone through conclave and Institute 
experiences and they form a cadre 
of positive Jews who are igniting 

Over thirty-five Niftyites 
chosen the rabbinate as a 


others. 
have 
career as a direct result of Nifty in- 


spiration (Richard Bluestein, as- 


~ 








istant to Dr. Nelson Glueck, presi- 
dent of HUC-JIR, was Nifty’s first 
president). The more than 12.000 
youngsters now enrolled in Nifty’s 
ranks now turn their faces, instead 
of their backs, toward the temple. 


The camp idea has spread over- 
seas as a result of Nifty’s link with 
the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism’s Youth Section 
nounced “Woopjy”). Woopjy’s in- 
ternational camp conclave next sum- 
mer will take place in Italy, and 
some American youngsters are plan- 
ning to attend it. Reservations may 


( pro- 


now be submitted. 


A Teenager’s Letter 
To Her Future Son 


Dearest David: 
Because in Jater life 1 want you to 
youl 


written account. of 


ideals, | am 


have a 
mother’s basic writing 
this letter to you. my son. 

\s your physical world widens you 
will find yourself in need of a cor- 
responding mental and — spiritual 
spreading-out. You, as a Jew, must 
be the spiritual scientist of your age. 
Prying. testing. measuring, sharing re- 
sults: these will be your duties. 

The prayers in the prayer book are 
a consensus of Jewish thought of the 
ages. Through them you will discover 
that you are actually praying to your 
highest self. You will feel cleansed 
and refreshed after sincere 
prayer. You might think of a prayer 
as a reminder to yourself to remain 
firm in the face of dismaying opposi- 
yourself with the 


every 


tion. Familiarize 
beauty and rhythm of these passages 
while you are you grow 
older. they will mean much more. 
The art that is our religion is full 
of simple beauty. Our literature con- 
tains one brilliant passage after an- 
other. The Bible holds within its fold 
the most striking poetry of the world. 
The Psalms. those eloquent lyrics. will 
always lift you upwards. The savor of 
Judaism. in both its joyful and tragic 
aspects. can be found in the haunting 
chants. the prayers set to music, the 
strongly rhythmic Chasidic melodies. 
the well-loved synagogue hymns, old 


young: as 


and new. 
I have a definite reason for intro- 


A most tangible result of Nifty’s 
magic can be seen in the writings 
on the succeeding pages. They are 
excerpts of essays submitted in a 
contest jointly sponsored by the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti- 
tute of Religion and NFTY. Over 
eighty were written, and 
eleven of them received cash prizes. 
But each of them breathes with a 
spirit of love and concern for Juda- 
ism. Complete essays are available 
at NFTY headquarters. Essay topics 
were: “If I Were the Rabbi.” “What 
1 Will Teach My Children 
Judaism.” and “My 
Reform Judaism.” 


essays 


about 
Program for 


ducing you to Judaism through its 
artistic phase, for this you can sense 
from childhood onward. 
Enjoy the vivid pageantry of the holi- 
days. the age-old fables which embel- 
lish them. even cookery’s delicate art 


your early 


surrounding them: chalo, matso, hom- 
Relish with delight 


each symbol’s beauty 


ontasch, eager 
until you come 
to ponder meanings and ideals. Dance 
clso. and sing. because today we can 
share with youthful Jews of Israel 
the sweep and the rush of liberty in 
Israeli music. 

\ religion. however. must be men- 
tally satisfying also. The “word of the 
ancient seer.” though awesome. must 
be compatible with modern scientific 
findings. You will soon realize that, 
although there are variations in Jewish 
religious opinion, its main doctrines 
are in tune with the tried and tested 
ideas of our time. Even while you are 
probing into the mysteries of reality. 
vou should take an active interest in 
intellectual Judaism, adventuring in 
the books of philosophy and Biblical 
commentary that Jews of wisdom have 
compiled through the centuries. 

Judaism. you will also find. is a reli- 
gion with a sense of humor. In the 
ancient stories one finds amusing de- 
tails, cleverly pointed morals. gems 
of laughter. Not even the rabbis are 
spared gentle ribbing. for Judaism. 
with all its intensity. is good-natured 
and fun-loving. 

In your natural evolution as a young 
Jew. identify yourself with the temple. 
Avoid the mistake I made in my early 
thinking. of regarding the temple as a 
refuge for the old and weak. Many 
voung people. as I did. regard it as 


Wherewithal: The Nifty pro- 
gram operates on a pittance. The 
national office is understaffed; re- 
gional offices are urgently required. 
Conclave faculties have never been 
paid. An Eastern camp is_ badly 
needed. The two existing 
must be extensively expanded to ac- 


camps 


commodate the many applicants who 
are annually rejected for lack of 
space. Augmented funds await aug- 
mented contributions to the National 
Combined Campaign for Reform 
Institutions. To propel this spiritual 
renaissance among our youth, adult 
generosity is imperative. Can we 
meet the challenge? 


superfluous. Think of it, rather, as the 
meeting place for the spiritually 
strong. 

Through your ties with the temple 
and through your family life. you will 
become acquainted with the exquisite 
holiday cycle: Rosh Ha-shono. with 
the serious backward look: Yom Kip- 
pur. with its struggle against human 
failings: Sukos. with its emphasis on 
thanks: Chanuko. freedom 
message echoed in our Constitution: 


with its 


Purim, with its twin motifs of heroism 
and gaiety: Passover, tightening yout 
link with God and family; Shovuos. 
with its reverence for moral laws. 
Judaism will grow as you grow. Its 
height will always equal your height. 
Do not let it become a shell. enclosing 
you from reality, an abode only of 
ancient mysticism. Let it be rather an 
inward growth. so that. in the tumul 
daily life. your 
direction and purpose become clearer 


tuous existence of 
and clearer. 

I shall not attempt to tell you what 
in Judaism to accept and what to re- 
ject. In adopting a code of living, the 
process is important than the 
code itself. It is the journey that is so 
destination. In 


more 


rewarding. not the 
arriving at a philosophy of life. you 
will traverse many theories. ruling out 
many as untenable. I want you to 
fumble long and hard with the world 
of the mind. Study. and then find in 
Judaism that which satisfies you. 

So you shall go your way in Judaism 
with the outline I have here set down 
and with all the help I can give as 
your mother. If. when you reach adult- 
hood. you find your explorations fruit- 
less. you will be free to search else- 
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where for sustenance of the soul. But 
I know the logic and the beauty of 
Judaism will impel you to cling to it. 
Lift your eyes toward God. and I know 
that some day His countenance will 
truly shine upon you and give you 


peace. 
LYNNE LAWNER, 18. DAUGHTER 
or Mr. ANd Mrs. Harry LAWwNER. 


TEMPLE IsRAEL, Dayton, OHnIo. ( First 
Vational Prize) 


Do Rabbis 
Need Money? 


Wien 1 was ten years old, I was 
very sick. One day my doctor asked. 
“What are you going to be when you 
grow up?” 

“A rabbi.” [| answered. 

He shook his head. “Don’t be a 
rabbi,” he said. “I just came from a 
house. The rabbi has 


rabbi’s very 


little money. He has to depend on what 





Institute Work Project 


the people in the synagogue want to 
give him.” 

At first, | thought he was joking but 
then I saw he wasn’t. I said, “But 
when I’m a rabbi, God will be so close 
to me that I won’t need as much money 
as you do.” He never again discussed 
these things with me. 

I want to be a rabbi for selfish rea- 
sons. If I could spend all my time 
praying. talking religion and studying 
religion, I would gain the rod and staff 
to take me over every hardship. As 
soon as I could talk. my parents taught 
me to pray. I think prayer helped me 
overcome my sickness. It also helped 
me when my father passed away. 

Prayer has helped me at less im- 
portant times. too. Once I was going 
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back to school after a long absence 
and I dreaded it. My mother noticed 
that I was nervous and suggested that 
we say the 23rd Psalm. “If God is 
vour shepherd, should you be afraid 
of anything?” she asked. As we spoke 
this psalm, my disap- 
peared. I went to school happy. 

I want to be a rabbi for unselfish 
too. | take it for 
granted that everyone used religion as 
we did in our home. I was very sorry 
to find that I was wrong. I have never 
yet met anyone who used it as I was 
taught at home. I would like to be a 
rabbi to teach people how to use reli- 


nervousness 


reasons, used to 


gion all the time. 

If I were the rabbi, I would like to 
teach the people that their greatness 
cannot from money or power. 
It can only come when they fulfill their 
part of the covenant and put God first. 
They must follow the words of the 
prophet Amos. “Seek ye Me and ye 
shall live.” 

ALLEN E. FOX, 15, son oF Mr. 
AND Mrs. Atspert A. ALLEN, TEMPLE 
EMANU-EL, Tucson, Ariz. (Regional 
Prize) 


come 


These Things Pll 
Teach My Children 


F rivay EVENINGS were always festive 
in our home. My parents never ac- 


cepted a dinner engagement away 
from home. Instead. guests were in- 


vited to welcome the Sabbath Queen 
with us. It was our special family 
night. complete’ with table 
monies. Thus I learned the meaning 
of the Sabbath, its legends and songs. 
[ also learned the meaning of hospi- 
tality. This I want to teach my chil- 


cere- 


dren. 

Holidays were also occasions to look 
forward to in our home. Never once 
did I envy my non-Jewish neighbors 
their Christmas trees. I had Chanuko. 
I lit candles every night and enjoyed 
all the traditions, including the gifts. 
Once my Catholic friend, Jean Marie. 
came to our Chanuko party. After the 
candles, the songs and the games, she 
went to my mother and said, “I think 
Judy is lucky. I wish I were Jewish.” 

How often have I heard boys and 
girls say. “I hate Sunday school!” But 
I didn’t hate it because what was 
taught in Sunday school was discussed 
at home and I was shown how it ap- 
plied to our daily lives. I learned how 
the prophets fought against injustice 





and that we must sffll fight for it; that 
our sages stood for moral values in 
spite of political expediency, and that 
that is still important today; that our 
faith called for decent human relation- 
ships. which we still need today. 
With God’s will. I hope to teach my 


children what I have learned: that 
Judaism is a help to our way of life. 
Being a Jew means believing in God 
and in the importance of every indi- 
vidual; it means open-mindedness and 
the ability to 
These are the things I will teach my 


get along with others. 


children. 

JUDITH H. WANG, 18. paucu- 
rER OF Mr. AND Mrs. NATHAN WANG, 
Euctip AVENUE TEMPLE, CLEVELAND. 
(Regional Prize) 


An Inner Glow 


E witt pe sure to tell my children of 
the beauty and significance of lighting 
the Sabbath candles. To me there is 
no ceremony in our religion as beauti- 
ful as this one. In our home every Fri- 
day night. we gather together at the 
dinner table as father chants the Kid- 
dush and mother kindles the Sabbath 
lights. I don’t think mothers ever look 
quite so beautiful as when lighting the 
candles. They seem to shine from an 
inner glow of warmth 
Even though at times I feel pretty 
fed up with my reljgion, whenever I 
get together with other Jewish girls 
and boys. I can’t help but be proud of 
Judaism. For after so many centuries 
of hopelessness and oppression, there 
are still in every country on the globe 
Jewish children playing. working, and 
studying together. as though all the 
lost years had been found again. 
JUDITH A. HALPER, 16, paucu- 
TER OF Mr. AND Mrs. Avsert I. Hat- 
pER, Mr. Zion Tempe, St. PAut. 
(Honorable Mention) 


What Reform Needs 


Tite rirst rine that strikes me is th 
great number of persons who, though 
they call themselves Jews, have little 
idea of what their religion means. To 
many it means simply going to Kol 
Nidre once a year; to others it means 
Yizkor; to others, lox and bagels on 
Sunday. Only a minority, say 20 per 
cent, interest themselves in temple life. 


My answer to this problem is 








vitality. To begin with, the Sunday 
school program must be made 
dynamic, with audio-visual aids, truly 
modern texts and enthusiastic teachers. 
As a supplement, the conclave pro- 
grams of the NFTY should be ex- 
panded to include every teen-ager. I 
shall never forget the way a friend 
said to me at a conclave, “If only every 
Jewish kid could come to one of these, 
they wouldn’t be able to build temples 
big enough.” 

Another thing: the prayer book 
ought to be revised. I mean the Eng- 
lish sections. What sense is there in 
using philosopher’s English of a by- 
gone day? The prayers ought to fit 
our day and our modern problems. 

It may be difficult to accomplish 
some of these things. Yet. if Judaism 
is to continue, progress must continue. 
Reform, in my opinion, is the world’s 
most practical and mature religion. 
But it needs more vitality. 

JERROLD GOLDSTEIN, 17, son 
or Mr. anp Mrs. Louis GoupstEIn, 
TEMPLE EMANUEL, BEVERLY HILLs, 
Cauir. (Honorable Mention) 


What a Rabbi 
Can Do 


Ruvicion Becrs in the home. Rabbis 
should stress that the home is not only 
man’s castle but his sanctuary as well. 
Religious ceremonies and festive holi- 
days bring parents and children joy 
of the inner spirit. 

A good preacher preaches simply, to 
touch the heart as well as mind. A 
good rabbi will demonstrate that pre- 
cept can become practice. 

By my devotion to my community, I 
would try to be an ambessador of good 
will. By my devotion to the scattered 
of Israel, I would persuade all to 
fulfill their charitable instincts for 
Israel and all humanity. 

IRWIN PEARLMAN, 15, son or 
Mi. anp Mrs. Sipney J. PEARLMAN, 
CONGREGATION B’Nat JesHURUN, Des 
Mornes (Regional Prize) 


Think for Yourself, 
Work with Others 


R:: ORM 


pressed in the simple phrase: think- 


JUDAISM seems. best ex- 


ing for ourselves and working together. 

My religion, even though it is ex- 

pressed within the framework of 

Reform Judaism, is nevertheless a 
? 


10 


personal one since it comes from the 
soul. My religion means something 
different to me than it could possibly 
mean to any one else because I am 
different from every one else. It has 
been planted in the environment that 
is mine alone and has been nurtured 
by the experiences, conflicts, and asso- 
ciations that are uniquely my own. 

And so, if it is acknowledged that 
people differ from all others physically 
and mentally, why is it not consistent 
that we differ in our spiritual develop- 
ment? It seems to me that Reform 
Judaism recognizes this individuality, 
this personalness of religion. 





Class in Oronomowoe 


The teachings from the Torah and 
Talmud are our heritage; they are 
not our religion. Our religion, on the 
other hand, is the integration within 
the individual of that heritage; it is 
each individual’s adaptations of these 
teachings into his distinctive self. 
Thus, no two individuals can hold 
identical religions. The Bible right- 
fully calls us “a nation of priests.” To 
me this means that each of us is en- 
couraged to interpret our religious 
teachings. 

But no man, no matter how self- 
sustaining spiritually, is “an island 
unto himself.” Man’s religion encom- 
passes wider goals than his own imme- 
diate boundaries. Religion. which is 
personal, is only the means to a uni- 
versal end, 

The ideals of brotherhood and social 
righteousness are universally desired, 


but they are too vast to be fulfilled by 
individuals. Therefore, to attain these 
goals, we have religious organizations 
like the temple. 

Sometimes we are forced into unity 
reluctantly and under stress to combat 
a common danger. The struggle within 
the Warsaw ghetto, so poignantly por- 
trayed in The Wall, is one tragic ex- 
ample of uniting for life itself. Jews 
have united for this reason too many 
times in our long history. 

To work together for an ideal is a 
more positive reason for organizing. 
From cooperative effort comes an ap- 
preciation of togetherness, which is a 
spiritual experience in itself. 

Simultaneously, then, two forces are 
brought to play in our living as Re- 
form Jews: the individual’s religion 
which is his and only his and his par- 
ticipation within the group to achieve 
goals he holds in common with others. 
These forces complement each other: 
they are the strength of Judaism. 

DAVID GLICK, 17, son or Mrs. 
Rutu M. Guick, TEMPLE Stinat, Pitts- 
BURGH. (Second National Prize) 


My Children’s Lessons 


Bowie want my children to doubt 
because only through doubting will 
they formulate those beliefs which will 
suit their needs and their personali- 
ties. 

Although I want my children to 
know the history of the Jews. I do not 
want them to get a superficial knowl- 
edge of it when they are young. His- 





BURROUGHS 


DECKOFF 


tory taught to youth is often over-sim- 
plified to the point of falsification. 

I want my children to learn the folk 
music of Judaism and to study the 
geography of Israel until they are old 
enough to study Jewish history in its 
true perspective. ; 

Hebrew will be a modern language 
for them, and they will learn it, I hope, 
as we learn French, Spanish, or any 
other spoken language. It will be the 
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language of a living people first, and 
a language of prayer second. If learn- 
ing the language as prayer becomes a 
primary goal, they may well lose inter- 
est after learning enough to be Bar 
Mitzvah, and never know the language 
as it is most important today. 

I want the Bible to be a piece of 
literature to my children, not a dogma. 
I hope they will read the Psalms, for 
example, as beautiful poetry. I want 
them to know the literary and artistic 
giants of Judaism, just as they learn 
of the artists of other lands. 

JUDITH KRAMER, 18, paucu- 
rER OF Mr. AND Mrs. Davin KRAMER, 
Tempe Beru Ev, Great Neck, N. Y, 


The Goal Is There 


U xv a snort time aco, much as I 
hated to believe it, I subconsciously 


felt that God was some human-like 
being, indefinite and unlimited in 
size, with a stern countenance and 


ever-searching eyes. I also believed 


that “brotherhood of man” was a 





BAHCALL GLICK 


fancy term, loosely used to discourage 
contemporary prejudices. But I’ve 
changed my attitude altogether. 

I now believe that our forefathers, 
in their search for truth, realized that 
some all-powerful and indestructible 
force created them, the earth, and the 
They felt that they 
created in love, as part of the “moral 
Motivated in 
this way, our ancestors associated all 


universe. were 


order” of the universe. 


that was good, sacred, and beautiful 
with this force which they called God. 
Thus, to me, God is like a powerful 
electric current. beyond all material 
comprehension, filling every nook and 
cranny of the universe, and continu- 
ously proclaiming, “Good and right 
shall prevail.” 

In a recent issue of Life magazine, 


an article described the huge and 
never-ending vastness of space, and 


the eons and eons of time in the past 
and those that were yet to come. It 
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made me feel like a totally insignifi- 
cant and useless cog on a wheel of per- 
petual motion. Then, I answered my- 
self, “Still, God took trouble, and 
thought it of enough importance to 
earth.” And God’s 
love for all his children inspires me to 


put me here on 
love them, too. 

Many may cry “hypocrite” at what 
I have said, but I suppose there is a 
bit of hypocrisy in all of us. It is hard 
to imagine that anyone could become 
a perfect individual, and _ practice 
everything he preaches. However, the 
goal is there. 


| 





SHEPHERD LAWNER 

Brotherhood need not be stark 
idealism, if we only put ourselves to 
the test. Psychologists say that a firm 
and positive belief in something pro- 
vides for a secure person. Let Brown- 
ing’s words be our slogan: “A man’s 
reach should grasp, or 
what’s a heaven for?” 

‘THOMAS HEIMAN, 16, son or 

Mr. AND Mrs. ApraHAM HEIMAN, 
RocKDALE AVENUE TEMPLE, CINCIN- 
NATI. 


exceed his 


Are We Men 
or Are We Sheep? 


— was apour to close the dictionary 
when my eyes fell on the word “pas- 
tor.” Interested to know how Mr. 
Webster could make so commonplace 
a word any more lucid, I discovered 
that pastor is the Latin word for shep- 
herd. I thought of “The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want.” Is there 
any similarity between the religious 
life of some individuals and the life 
of sheep? 

Both are forced to remain within a 
well-defined area. The sheep are con- 
fined to the limits of a pasture. In the 
religious life of some, the individual 
is restricted to certain areas of thought 
beyond which he may not safely ven- 
ture. His thinking is fenced in by 
mores and dogmas which he is not 
allowed to question. 





When a sheep strays from the pas- 
ture, when a man challenges accepted 
theological beliefs. he is likely to be 
punished. The sheep may be beaten 
with the rod of his master; the man 
may be excommunicated by the church 
or ostracized by friends. His publisher 
may even refuse to publish his books. 
It is not unusual for a person to be 
punished not because his views have 
been proved false, but merely because 
his views clash with official ideas. 
Often the punished is more correct 
than the punisher. Often the guilty go 
free. and the innocent are hanged. 
to think that has 
enabled us to other 
animals. It is our failure to think that 
makes us like sheep. Unfortunately, as 
the World Book Encyclopedia states, 
“In many parts of the United States 
there are more sheep than people.” 
Many individuals do not consider reli- 
gion to be a rational subject. Further- 
more, the average person is too timid, 
too busy, too lazy, to think. Some reli- 
gions even attempt to prevent freedom 
of thought. For example, a clergyman 
recently assailed freedom of the press 


It is our ability 


rise above the 


as one of the “most universal, most 
pernicious. and most destructive of 
modern evils.” His attack was aimed 
at a newspaper which was “publishing 
doctrines contrary to our holy faith.” 
If a religion is right, what does it have 
to fear from discussion or analysis? 
Many dre not founded 
upon rational bases, but on “divine” 


religions 


messages. However, people often re- 
port and 
since many religions teach that theirs 
is the one true faith, the rivalry has 
often ended on the battle-field. 

Many tragedies have resulted from 
irrationalism. Witch-hunting was once 
a religious duty. Last week I read 
about a Canadian woman who tried a 
faith cure for diabetes. The lady heard 
a sermon by a traveling faith preacher, 
and stopped the insulin injections she 
had been taking for fifteen years. She 
became ill. grew steadily worse, and 
finally died several days later. If we 
wish to avoid such tragedies, we must 
determine the purpose of our religion. 

A religion may have two main pur- 
poses, to inspire and to inform, to ele- 
vate and to educate. We must not con- 
fuse them. Dr. Cronbach com- 
mented on the absurdity of the words 


contradictory revelations, 


once 


in “Hamlet”: 
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But look, the morn, in russet mantle 
clad, 
Walks o’er the dew of yon high east- 


ern hill. 


We know that the morn wears no 
clothing and does no walking. The ab- 
surdity, of course. lies not with the 
poet, but with our reasoning. 

Our thinking should not terminate 
with the demarcation of the two func- 
tions of religion. Socrates pointed out, 
“The life which is unexamined is not 
worth living.” We might add that the 
religion which is unexamined is not 
worth practicing. It logically follows 
that tradition for the sake of tradition 
is not necessarily good. It is good only 
to the degree that it adds inspiration. 
If we are men instead of sheep. we can 
have a personal religion which is as 
informative as science. and as inspira- 
tional as art. 

JOHN BAHCALL, 18. s0N oF Mrs. 
Mitprep Bancatt, Bat Zion Con- 
GREGATION, SHREVEPORT, La. (Tied for 
Third National Prize) 


A Parent’s Duty 


Piorte or topay have forgotten that 
the idea of Reform Judaism is not to 
disregard and draw away from our 
past traditions but to beautify them 
even more. Because of this. the road on 
which many Reform Jewish families 
are traveling is growing further and 
further away from our beautiful Jew- 
ish heritage. Yes. we are living in an 
ever-changing civilization where our 
traditions have to be adapted to our 
present way of life. However. the word 
“adapted” ought not to be mistaken 
for “abandoned.” 

Religion is a very difficult matter 
for an adult to understand: it is even 
more difficult for a child. I feel it is 
the duty of every parent to do his 
utmost to help his children in the fight 
to conquer the problem of religion. 

One feature of Judaism that is not 
stressed enough in the home is the 
temple. | hope that through my teach- 
ings. mv children will have a desire to 
go to services. look forward to conse- 
cration and then Sabbath school. In 
order to accomplish this. it is neces- 
sary for a parent to be interested in 
temple and to attend services so that 
his children will not feel that they are 
being forced to do something that his 
parents consider undesirable. 

I know that this statement will hit 


pretty close to home. For how many of 
us are only High Holyday visitors to 
our temple? Is today a special event 
and because vour child or niece or 
nephew is being graduated you came 
to services? I’m sure all of us have 
heard this many times before but I 
would like to direct this to the parents 
of small children so that your con- 
science may awaken and you will be 
spared future heartbreak when your 
child does not want to go to temple 
and you cant determine the reason 
why! 

Another fault I find in parents of 
today is that they tend to be hypo- 
critical. Every Jew wants to rid this 
world of prejudice and a parent may 
feel resentment when looked down 
upon by his Christian neighbors. But 
to show prejudice against any one else 
in the presence of your child is worse 
than enduring prejudice. How often 
have you been out with your child and 
said or heard some one else. sav. 
“What can you expect from that 
kind?” 

The average child. hearing this 
statement, may begin to wonder are 
there different kinds of people? Is 
there a class of people that is better 
than another? This unnecessary and 
uneducated slip of the tongue may do 
serious damage to all your teachings 
of equality and democracy. This may 
start your child on a life based on 
narrow-minded prejudice caused by 
confusion of facts. 





I shall endeavor always to show my 
children that I am fair and democratic 
so that they will follow in this path. 
If other parents do the same we may 
then be able to advance another rung 
on the ladder to free the world from 
prejudice. 

SHARON KLEIN, 18. paucGuTer 
oF Mrs. Apa Krein, Euciip AVENUE 
TEMPLE, CLEVELAND. 


Love, Honor and 
Believe 


Like every ove exse. I also hope and 
pray that someday I will become a 
parent. As a mother to my child (1 
don’t really care whether it be a boy 
or girl; maybe it will be both). I will 
have to decide what I am going to 
teach him about Judaism. This ques- 
tion has probably bothered many Jew- 
ish women throughout the ages. 

I will start off by teaching him some 
general principles that are common 
to all religions and that are. of course. 
important in Judaism. 

First of all, he must love his par- 
ents. and if he has love for them in 
his heart he can learn to extinguish all 
hate and fear. He can also learn to 
hold dear the religious beliefs of his 
family. 

On Friday nights. instead of making 
him attend services. we will all go to- 
gether. If a parent sets the proper 
example, he has solved half of his 


eo 
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CANTOR WILLIAM SHARLIN (with guitar) leads songfest 
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Religious Revival 


: HAVE HAD MOTHERS and fathers express to me in the 
most moving language their sense of heartfelt indebtedness 
to the Union and the NFTY for what they have not hesi- 
tated to designate as the spiritual rebirth. or perhaps it 


would be even more accurate to say the spiritual birth, of 


their young sons and daughters at our camp institutes. ... 


They return to their homes and synagogues to become the 


catalytic agents of a veritable religious revival in their 


respective youth groups. .. . 


For many years we have been bemoaning the fact that 


our youth has failed us in its seeming indifference to. or 


revolt against. religion. The very contrary is true. The 


fact of the matter is that we have been failing them. we 


have been “selling them short.” Instead of sitting in judg- 


ment upon the alleged spiritual obtuseness of our youth 


it is we 


who are called to judgment. If we cherish our 


young people. and are solicitous of their spiritual well- 


being. we 


will not continue thus to doom a tragically 


large percentage of the 250.000 Jewish children of high 


school age which a recent survey shamefully revealed are 


without any Jewish education. but we will appropriate far 


vaster sums for vouth activities. 


—Dr. Maurice N. 


EISENDRATH, l[ 
in “State of the Union” Address, l 


{HC President, 
1HC Biennial, 1953 





problems. After the services I will see 
if there are any questions that he 
like to ask 


which I am sure there will be. we will 


would me. If there are. 
then go to the rabbi together and 
have him help us to find the answers. 
In this manner I will be accomplishing 
two things at once, widening the reli- 
gious knowledge of both of us and 
making him feel at ease with the 
rabbi. 

Next we will try to observe all Jew- 
ish holidays in our home to the best of 
our ability. | will-do my best to make 
them every bit as gay as are. of course. 
the biggest of his Christian neighbors’ 
holidays. like Christmas and Faster. 
He will love to dress up on Purim and 
go to the temple for a masquerade 
ball. On Chanuko. there will be seven 
small gifts for each of the first nights 
with some wonderful special surprises 
for him on the last. Then there will be 
the most delicious Seder supper 
imaginable which. while he is younger. 
he will enjoy mostly because of the 
festivity. but as he grows older. will 
come to signify the Jews’ eternal. pas- 
sionate vearning to share his ideal of 


freedom with the rest of the world. 
Later he will learn to realize that 
there are also certain more solemn 


days to be observed. All can’t be joy 
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in life; sadness and pain will come. 
There will be need for patience and 
take the 
along with all of God’s blessings. 

If he will (1 pray that he will) love 
his faith. honor his parents. believe in 
all that is good, and do it. then I, as a 
will be 


the willingness to SOrrow 


Jewish parent of tomorrow, 
content. 

JOEL DAMPF, 16. pAUGHTER OF 
Mrs. RutH Dampr, Tempe B’Nal 


ISRAEL. Baton Rouce., LA. 


A Rabbi’s Main Task 


As 4 rapes my first duty would be to 
my congregation as a whole. Actually, 
it isn’t a duty because when one 
chooses the rabbinate as his profession 
these duties become his pleasures. To 
help his congregation when they are 
depressed. to rejoice with them when 
thev are in a jocund mood. to comfort 
the bereaved and to laugh and be 
merry at “simchos.” However, it is my 
belief that when people are happy 
they don’t need a rabbi to help them 
rejoice: for most people can be quite 
happy without the help of a rabbi. 
But when sorrow or sadness strikes. 
this is the time when a rabbi is most 


needed. When a rabbi can enter a 





home of sorrow and lift the people out 
of their misery, then he has fulfilled 


one of greatest Jewish laws, making 
the light of God shine through when 
it is dificult to see anything but your 
own sorrow, 

Thus | first task of a 
rabbi is to help his congregation when 


believe the 


in need. 

ARNOLD COHEN, 18. son or 
Mr. AND Mrs. MAXxweE.Lt Couen. Hoty 
BLossoM ToRONTO, 
CANADA. 


CONGREGATION, 


My Children Will 
Rediscover God 


Piriuars the question should be re- 
worded. “What Judaism Shall 1 Teach 
My Children?” so 
closer to the 


that we may get 


universal core of true 
religion and correspondingly far from 
the socio-cultural details that have all 
but engulfed the hard core. 

I do not expect to teach my children 
and_ influence 

faith; 
through a series of mystic rituals, they 
world-wide _ fra- 
feel safe and 


how to win friends 


people through — their how, 


may “belong to a 


ternity: how they may 
serene and sanctified through the fa- 
miliar formulae of Sabbath 
and ecandle-lighting. Were I to do this 


them 


services 


I would be teaching symbols 
without explaining the concepts they 
represent. i 

When it comes to concepts. our par- 
Silent How 
would you go about telling your par- 
ents about the word of God manifested 
through Scriptures? About 
gestalt? About the sin of pragmatism ? 
Most parents would raise an eyebrow 


ents are a Generation. 


divine 


at such quaint talk! 

Seriously. what has happened to our 
reverence for the Word? What has 
happened to that beautiful line, “Be- 
hold, a good doctrine has been given 
forsake it not’? And why is 
doctrine not stressed more strongly? 


vou: 


Apparently. our Jewish sources of 
authority have collapsed in very much 
the same manner as those of our Chris- 
\fter 


for countless cycles 


tian brothers. being the “vet- 
erans of history” 
of time. the Jews of my parents’ time 
have become too sophisticated to be- 
lieve in God as manifested to man 
through Torah, through Talmud and 


history. 








I am aware of science with a capital 
S, of teachers who are forbidden to 
speak about Darwinism. I know, too. 
that fundamentalism is in bad odor 
and is not exactly New Yorker stuff. 
But I maintain that there is God, that 
His hand is in history. that His orders 
to man are not sealed but open to 
every human being willing to go to 
sources and read there the authority 
which the Jews have held high through 
terrors too numerous to mention. 

God seems to have been lost some- 
where in man’s rush to raise his living 
standards and to build shiny new 
temples. It hardly befits me to belittle 
the generation to which I owe every- 
thing. I know that daily commutation 
to the asphalt jungles of our great 
cities does not particularly foster theo- 
logical ruminations. Perhaps excavat- 
ing Hittite tel//s or writing a life of 
Calvin might pose such questions, but 
a thriving clothing business evinces 
thoughts more mundane. 

Rut in the ivory towers to which 
my generation is apprenticed 
thoughts are engendered. and it is up 
to us to create a religious synthesis 
which will stand up against the deg- 
radation of man through Commu- 
nism, Fascism, Philistinism or what 
have you. It is not at all a question 
of disagreement or tension. Can I not 
read the Torah which my father so 
kindly purchased and decorated with 
hammered gold? Can I not try to re- 
vive the Word in my fether’s temple. 
for all its modern appliances? The 


such 


truth is that our two generations need 
one another desperately! 

Already there are millions in the 
world yelling Hegel, Marx and Lenin 
at us. Are these gods superior to our 
God? I fear that we shall see more 
of the fiery furnace, but the hand of 
God, if we but trust it, will not be 
found weakened by the inroads of 
Hegelian dialectic. 

Therefore, I shail not teach my 
child Judaism through the Yiddish 
joke, nor through carefully restrict- 
ing his acquaintances. nor through 
blandishment and _ bribery. 

Instead, we will start with Genesis 
and read the Book of Books together 
and learn of God’s wonders on behalf 
of man. Perhaps the story of a man 
running away from God and _ being 
swallowed up for his obduracy will 
have some little significance in our 
advanced age. Daniel in the lion’s den 
might readily appeal to a Jewish kid 
who must face prep school some day, 
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and Jochanan ben Zakkai’s slipping 
out of besieged Jerusalem in a coffin 
is more exciting than any modern spy 
story. We would read the Prophets 
together and understand Micah’s con- 
cern with problems in ancient Jeru- 
and his efforts to 
indifferent people. no less so today. 
I would teach my child the differ- 
ence philanthropy 
ligion. He would know that he had not 
fulfilled his obligations to Judaism by 
donating some money to charity. 


salem arouse his 


between and _ re- 


Knowing that youth is suspicious 
of voluble piety, I would teach him 
by constant and careful example, as 
well as by precept. the integrity of 
Judaism’s moral code. 

Thus, having made room for God in 
my child’s life and entered with him 
on many philosophical reflections. and. 
having set up a pattern of behavior as 
well as built up his inner resources. 
I would have little anxiety about his 
desire to practice the faith he had in- 
herited. 

MARVIN J. DECKOFF, 20. son 
oF Mr. AND Mrs. Harovp B. Deckorr, 
Tempe Beto Ev. Great Neck, N. Y. 
(Regional Prize) 


The Spark Rekindled 


Juvaism witt se the life of my chil- 
dren in a country where they will be 
able to hold their heads high and an- 
nounce their birthright. As Americans. 
they will be taught responsibility and 
privilege as citizens. They will see that 
the ideals of this nation are parallel 
to those of our people. 
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WESTHEIMER WANG 


The spark of Judaism will be for- 
ever alive. It cannot be snuffed out. It 
is a faith implanted deeply within my 
heart, and. if | am a Jewish mother 
who has lived in the sight of God, our 
beliefs will be firmly implanted in the 
hearts of my children. If the spark 
dims. it will be rekindled by the an- 
guish of a thousand Jewish mothers, 
to light the way to an age when malice 
shall be unknown. and we shall live 
with our brethren in peace. 

MYRNA BRODSKY, 16, paucu- 
rER OF Mr. AND Mrs. Morris Brop- 
skY, TEMPLE Beto Ev, Sprineé VAL- 
LEY, N. Y. (Honorable Mention) 


Judaism Is Old, But 
Is It Old-Fashioned? 


Too MANY PEOPLE idea 
that Judaism is outmoded. The Bible 
their eves. an unat- 


have the 
has become, in 
tractive household appendage to be 
tucked away in a corner and forgotten. 
Yet. from the first page. this Book of 
Books can supply meanings for our 
The 


ancestor of all is 


times. idea of one man as the 
used to show that 
man, in himself. is an entire universe. 


He who kills one man is as guilty as if 





é 


president, 


displays cable from Leo Baeck School in Israel approving establishment of a 
Chapel to be named in honor of Dr. Abraham Cronbach (third from right). 
Looking on (from left): Robert Wolff, St. Louis, project chairman; HUC-JIR 
student Nathan Landman, who visited Israel for NFTY: Robert Seltzer, vice- 
president: Miss Eleanor Schwartz and Rabbi Cook, NFTY’S assistant director 


and director. 
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he destroys the world; he who saves 
one life is as worthy as if he had 
saved humanity. The idea of the 
brotherhood of man also finds its be- 
ginnings here. for if we are all de- 
scended from one man. no one may 
claim, “I am descended from a more 
distinguished Adam than you.” 

If we open our eyes to the modern 
utility of Jewish thinking. we would 
find that with each additional instal- 
ment of learning there would be a re- 





WEISS 


FOX 


birth of zeal for our faith. We would 
find that we are not adherents of an 
outmoded code of practice. but an 
outlook usable this very moment. 
However we may arrive at a personal 
Judaism. we only 
obtain returns from something in 
which we make a real 
That investment should be study and 


program for can 


investment. 


service. 

We Reform 
cused of unwarranted simplification of 
our Jewish education and of retaining 
only that pointed toward 
showmanship in our worship services. 
While confessing our inadequacies, we 
feel that 
fact that beauty and decorum in a 
synagogue tend to make worship more 
meaningful. Mere 
myriad of ignored rules and regula- 
tions, instead of using those which 
will give us the greatest amount of 
gratification and will render us better 
servants of God, is as bad for Judaism 


Jews have been ac- 


which is 


our accusers overlook the 


lip service to a 


and our own morale as closing our 
any demonstration of truth. 

We must serve God, but we must 
also serve man. Six of the ten com- 
mandments deal with human relation- 
ships. The Golden Rule, as formulated 
by Hillel, does not even mention God. 
Why this emphasis on human rela- 
tions? Because he who is liked by man 
is liked by God. We serve Judaism by 
serving humanity. We serve God by 


eves to 


aiding one another. How we serve may 
differ, but one thing is certain, there 
is no room for indolence or apathy to- 
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ward our fellow men in modern-day 
religion. 

Who is responsible for our actions? 
Parents? Teachers? No. we are each 
responsible for our own behavior. 
What we decide to do, how we bring 
honor to the Jewish community, is 
determined by our own judgment. 
Parents may advise and teachers coun- 
sel. but the result will be the product 
of the work of our own hands. 

In discussing the saying, “The fathers 
have eaten sour grapes and the chil- 
dren’s teeth are on edge.” the prophet 
Ezekiel comments that it has no value 
in society. for everyone must be re- 
sponsible for his own acts. We must. 
therefore. each dedicate himself by 
service and study to revitalizing our 
faith. 

How true. even today, is the asser- 
Ezekiel: “Therefore, will I 


judge you, O House of Israel. everyone 


tion of 


according to his own ways!” 

JOHN SHEPHERD, 18. son or 
Mr. AND Mrs. Maurice SHEPHERD, 
TEMPLE IsraeL, Detroit. (Tied for 
Third National Prize) 


If | Could Be Rabbi 


fr 1 were the rabbi I would bring it 
about that 
come “the thing” to do. Temple now 


going to temple would be- 
seems to go down in most people’s 
“optional.” usually inter- 
A generation 


books as 
preted as “unnecessary.” 
ago God was relegated to a back shelf 
for Fridays only. This was not good, 
but even worse is the fact that He is 
seldom even taken out for a Sabbatical 
airing now. If I were the rabbi I'd get 
my congregation to temple, and with- 
out gimmicks. No book reports, birth- 
day Mother’s Day, or 
Father’s Night would be used as bait. 
Not that I disapprove of these varia- 
tions, but my would 
come first to worship their God and 
their fellow man. 
Since I am not the rabbi and am not 
likely to be. I can say that I would 
pithy sermons that could 


blessings. 


congregation 


second to honor 


give short. 

urn the eyes of my congregants in- 
ward and upward, that would make 
them come to temple, first a few and 
then more, until religion again gained 
a place on their list of “required” 
duties. I would not be discouraged. 
for | would know that Judaism is not 
really in a worse plight than before. 
In 1930 a report made in front of a 
Sisterhood 


Pennsylvania convention 





look around at 
only the 
remnant of Israel.” Yet Judaism has 
lived 2,000 years under trying cir- 


“When 


services 


stated: 
regular 


you 
you see 


cumstances and will continue for 
many more. Where there is truth and 
light. God cannot be totally forgotten. 
So, as rabbi, I would go ever onward 
with belief in my God and faith in His 
children, and serve to the best of my 
ability with a happy heart. 

BETTY J. LONG, 18, pauGHTER 
or Mr. AND Mrs. Ciinton M. Lone, 
CONGREGATION B’Nal B’r1tTH, WILKEs- 
Barre, Pa. 


Bringing Centuries 
Together 
E xever want to stop learning. I 


always want to feel the surge of power 
that comes to me when a question is 





PEARLMAN WEISS 


transformed into an answer, when I 
see the world a little clearer because | 
have read a book or spoken to someone 
who has already reached what I am 


seeking. 
When I bring children into the 


world, I would like them to sense the 
glory of learning as I have. There will 
be things which only I can teach them. 
The difficult of these will be 
about religion. 

How could I make them understand 
that through Judaism they may touch 
God? This must become a permanent 
part of them. I must find a_ plan 
whereby they will see what Judaism 
is and feel its freshness. 

I will begin by showing them what 
God has established; I will attune 
their senses to God’s art: a fiery sun- 
set, the crashing of water against hard 
rocks. a fern sparkling with dew, a 
baby sleeping. I will paint God’s ideal 
society: where justice leads people; 
where everyone is important in him- 
self, but insignificant when he walks 


most 








alone. They will see life regenerating 
as each dawn wipes away the darkness 


of vesterday. 


On the Sabbath when I light 
candles. my children shall watch a 
long. straight sliver of vellow heat 


which reaches upward, wavers. and 
sinks downward, and then tries again. 
and still again. until the wax is melted 
away. and the light sinks lowest, dying 
out. 

The candle shall be a symbol. Its 
tossing shadows on the surrounding 
represent the world’s 
backward. 


will 
peoples. turning 
forward, forming patterns that are un- 
satisfied, then trying new ways. The 
flame that reaches up will be as high 
as he who believes. as constant and as 


walls 


“Oo o 
surging 


sure as he who understands, as bright 
as he who has faith in the wondrous 
things that are yet to appear. The 
candies will burn quietly. My children 
shall understand the quietness and 
utter no sound. 

[ will show my children God’s tem- 
ple—-the We shall walk 
in together. There they shall see others 
who feel God’s presence as they do. 
There. they will pray in words which 
shall bring centuries together. The old 
shall live in newness. and the wisdom 
of what was before shall bring re- 
newed greatness to what is now. My 
children will learn that truths we be- 
were first spoken many 


svnagogue. 


lieve today 
vears ago. They shall know. then. that 
every new generation does not write 
its own book. but adds a chapter to 
what was written before and tries to 
improve on it. 

All this time. I will 
sought to define God or Judaism. Yet 
they will know what I could never tell 
them. because my children shall under- 
stand the unity of all the things I have 
shown them. because they shall come 
to know that God is the Unity. and 
Judaism is the union of His works and 


have rarely 


words. 
And this shall be my children’s edu- 
cation. 
ROBERTA WEISS, 17. paucu- 
TER OF Mr. and Mrs. Hyman WeElss. 
Tempe Bnat IskaAeL. E-monrt, N. Y. 


(Regional Prize) 


Neutrality Won’t Do 
Wis: DO I WANT most for my chil- 


dren? Is it financial security. social 
position? These things may be im- 
portant to some. but not to me. For my 
children, I should like to leave a more 
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Top Priority 


The needs of our young people 
should command top priority from 
all concerned with the progress of 
our movement. The expectations of 
our young people for a well-round- 
ed religious program must not be 
balked by adult indifference or 
penury. The rabbis of tomorrow as 
well as the leaders of our syna- 
gogue must be recruited from our 
young people. Whether we fail or 
inspire our youth depends upon 
our generosity today. 

Those who are impressed with 
the great promise reflected in our 
should help to 
strengthen our  College-Institute 
and our Union by contributing to 
the current Combined Campaign 
for $2,195,000, an absolute mini- 


youth movement 





mum if these institutions are to 

maintain their lofty standards. 

—Dr. S. S. HotLeNpER. Chairman, 
UAHC National Executive Board, 


Chairman, Com- 


and General 


bined Campaign. 


lasting heritage: I want to instil in 
them an awareness of what they are. 
The world indi- 


viduals: it will also see them as Jews. 


will see them = as 
But how will they regard themselves? 
| believe the way they regard their 
Judaism will greatly affect their lives. 
as it has affected mine. 

How can I let my children 
what Judaism really is? I can 
them to Sunday school, to see 
the teacher and the textbook say about 
Judaism. things would give 
them an idea of their religion, but 
something would be lacking. It is this: 
responsible for the 


know 
send 
what 


These 


the parent is 
child's attitude toward Judaism. Some 
feel that by displaying a neutral atti- 
tude toward religion. they will enable 
their children to make free choices. 
I feel that this is impossible, for it will 
prove to the child how little religion 
has meant to his parents. How could 
I expect my children to have faith in 
their religion if they could not see that 
it had influenced the lives of their own 
parents? I am going to show my chil- 
dren the value of Judaism through my 
own example. 

SHARON KAHN, 19, pauGHTER 
or Mr. anp Mrs. Morris R. Kaun, 
TEMPLE EMANUEL, BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
(Honorable Mention) 


Parents First 


Tie avert child is quick to discover 
the weak spots in his parents’ line 
which he exploits to full advantage. 
If the parents of a child expect to 
teach him Judaism then they first must 
be good Jews themselves. A child can 
be taught Judaism from a book but 
if he is drugged by the prejudices of 
his parents he will never be a Jew. 
NANCY MOSS, 18. pAUGHTER OF 
Mr. ANd Mrs. Louis Moss, Euectip 
AVENUE TEMPLE, CLEVELAND. 


My Son’s House 


Tie House oF supaism means love. 
my son. Every stone, from the bottom- 
most brick to the highest has been 
laid in place with love and care. People 
have tried to tear our house down and 
make it rubble, but it 
much to so many Jews that they have 
defended it with their lives. In a sense 
they were paying the taxes on our 
house. We, too, must help take care 
of it. By keeping the Sabbath with 
your children when you grow up. just 
as we do on Friday evenings now. vou 


has meant so 


will be preserving our house. By going 
to temple on the Sabbath you will find 
vourself coming closer to God. But you 
must not forget others. You must help 
the weak become strong, ease the bur- 
den of the downtrodden, promote world 
brotherhood and peace. and see that 
men emerge from the shadows of ig- 
norance and come into the light of 
knowledge. Take good care of our 
house. Forsake it not. 

KIRBY WESTHEIMER, 15. son 
oF Mr. ann Mrs. Louis E. Wesr- 
HEIMER, TEMPLE IsragL. Sv. Louis. 


(Regional Prize) 


The Kind of Rabbi 
| Would Like to Be 


Be «1 were the rabbi. 
giving orders. | should like to be the 
Rather 


rather than 


servant of my congregation. 
than receiving orders. | would want 
to work with my people. I feel that 
people who have their say-so about 
what goes on in their temple take a 
greater interest in its affairs. For ex- 
ample. the whole debate about cere- 
monies could be solved if a large lay- 
asked _ to 


type of 


man’s committee would be 


choose for themselves. the 


ritual they prefer. 
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Even though I would remain open 
to suggestions, if I ever felt that a 
basic tenet of Judaism was violated. 
I would strongly insist that some cor- 
rection be made. I would have this 
right by virtue of my specialized 
knowledge and professional training. 
Whether it pertains to the quality of 
the religious service, or advice to a 
teenager about cutting school, or tell- 
ing my president that he is exploiting 
his employees and cheating his cus- 
tomers. I would regard myself as the 
conscience of my people. even though 
it would cost me my pulpit. That is 
why a rabbi’s life is so exciting. He 
may have to starve, but it’s better to 
do it in defense of a worthy cause. 

As a preacher, | would like to ae- 
quaint my people with the sublime 
truth that religion is not just old- 
fashioned. sissy stuff and goody-goody 
talk, but rather modern and practical. 
and that it holds the answer to many 
of the world’s greatest problems. My 
sermon topics would include: current 
events. recent scientific discoveries. 
the morals of popular books. plays 
and movies. | would emphasize the 
application of religion to the ideas of 
modern science and _ literature. 

As a teacher. I would look at re- 
ligion objectively. trying never to for 
get that though it is God-inspired. it 
is man-made. subject to weaknesses 
and fallacies. Therefore. we should 
forever strive to strengthen it. 

I feel that a Reform Jew should 
know something about all Jewish ritu- 
als. even those that he does not 
practice. Thus he will cultivate an 
appreciation of his heritage and then. 
in true Reform tradition, he can 
choose the customs he regards most 
beautiful. meanimgful. and useful. 

As a communal leader. I would 
support all movements in favor of 
good government, urging my people 
to vote as an obligation. Some say 
religion and politics don’t mix. I say 
religion and partisan politics don’t 
mix. 

Of all spheres, I would work hardest 
with youth because if one can impart 
good attitudes to people when they 
are still young. it will last them all 
their lives. 

Once a Christian friend asked me 
the proper way of addressing a rabbi, 
[ replied. “If I were he, I'd like to be 
called friend.” Occasionally. I have 
heard about some rabbis who become 
too aloof, too far above their people 
so that congregants hesitate to come 
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to them with their problems. My door 
would always remain open to those 
who wish to confide in me. 

If I could help create a richer, more 
enjovable life for some individuals 
and thus help create a better world 
for all. I would consider my work as 
a rabbi successful. 

RICHARD A. WEISS, 17. son or 
Mr. anp Mrs. Sipney Weiss. TEMPLE 
Sinar, Cuicaco. (Regional Prize) 


My Child and I 


My cuivp will learn to pray, obey. 
observe, and revere. 

Prayer is more than a daily bed- 
time routine to me, and it must be 
more to my child. When he is young, 
he will say a simple, set prayer; later. 
a longer one. Finally it will become a 
constant “thank you” when life is 
good and a humble plea when it is 
clouded. 

My child shall learn the Ten Com- 
mandments. first as words to be 
obeyed, then as ideals to be lived. 
They shall be the main rules in our 
home so that in the simplest matters 
they will be supreme. 

My child shall learn to observe the 
birds in an oak tree, the way ivy clings 
to a brick wall, the slow ponderous 
work of an ant, and the first small 
green sprout in his garden. Thus, the 
wonders of God will continually excite 


reverence for Him. 





And because human beings reflect 
God’s image, reverence for Him will 
be transferred to reverence for them. 

My child will also learn that there 
are many other religions in the world 
but that no creed is better than his and 
his is no better than others. 

From these lessons my child shall 
gain understanding and humbleness. 

BARBARA BURROUGHS, 17. 
DAUGHTER OF Dr. AND Mrs. JAMES 
BurroucHs, Tempe Bet Israet. 
Jackson, Miss. (Regional Prize) 


I rres that my children should know 
as much about Judaism as they pos- 
sibly can. I also feel that I am unquali- 
fied to teach them. But my children 
shall go to a good religious school. To 
supplement their education I shall 
build a library of Jewish books. I also 
think that I shall read these books. 
Many temples offer courses to the 
parents. I shall enroll in an adult 
study group or a similar group and 
shall myself learn Judaism. 
(rmed with this knowledge. I shall be 
able to answer my children’s questions. 
One of the things that I have 
promised myself I would do is to ob- 
serve the holidays. My family shall 
have a Seder on Pesach, a small suko 
on Sukos and shall light candles on 


about 





SCENE AT UAHC CAMP, Saratoga, California, former estate of Kathleen 
Norris. INSET: Rabbi Wolli Kaelter, newly appointed camp director. Benja- 
min H, Swig is honorary president of camp; Bernard W. Price, president. 
Both are on UAHC national executive board, 





the Sabbath. In any way I can I shall 
keep a Jewish atmosphere in my house. 
I feel that I am entirely responsible 
for my children’s interests. I want 
them to grow up to be good Jews and 
therefore I will do my best to open 
the doors of Judaism to them. 
ALLEN LIPSEY, 15, son oF Mr. 
AND Mrs. WILLIAM LIPseEy, 
Betu Ev, Cuicaco. 


Children’s Questions 


A ovestion that might be posed to 
me by my son is that concerning an 
after-life. This particular 
probably arises in every Jewish home 
at one time or another. Children should 
not be taught that they must con- 
stantly fear the consequences of how 
they act on earth in preparation for a 
so-called Judgment Day. They should 
be taught to lead a righteous life here 
on earth, because that is why man was 
put here. If each man sincerely at- 
tempts to please God in his works, 
then God will be satisfied. It doesn’t 
matter how much success one attains, 
but it is his actions along the way that 
are important. As one sage once said, 
“One hour of repentance and good 
deeds in this world is better than the 
whole life of the world to come.” I 
think that this is the most beautiful 
quotation that I have ever read. 
Another question is one that I do 
not look forward to being asked in my 
home. It is a question asked by the 
child when someone very dear to him 
passes away. He approaches his father 
and asks. “Why did God take this lov- 
ing friends of ours away from us?” 
She had been a good friend and had 
led a righteous life. and the young- 
ster couldn't see any reason why such 
a person should ever die. It is definitely 


question 


a very serious question, and the boy 
is half in tears as the father is attempt- 
ing to formulate a proper answer. To 
this question T would reply that God 
has a tremendous Heaven to take care 
of and He needs a great deal of aid. 
Naturally. God ask for 
help from those people here on earth 


would not 


that were not leading righteous lives. 
Therefore. God picked the most worthy 
person that He could, and that was 
this very dear person. We should feel 
honored that we knew this individual 
who was so highly regarded by God. 
and should strive to lead more right- 
eous lives because of it. 

The main thing to impress upon our 
children is that they should live Juda- 
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ism. The greater part of their young 
training should not be spent in im- 
planting in their minds that we have 
constantly been persecuted. However. 
the children should be taught the con- 
structive things in our religion and the 
importance of righteous lives. They 
should become acquainted with the 
rituals, not as ends in themselves, but 
as beautiful symbols of a_ beautiful 
faith. 

ROBERT LEVIN, 19, son oF 
Mr. AND Mrs. ALEXANDER Levin, TEM- 
PLE EMANUEL, GREENSBURG, Pa. (Hon- 


orable Mention) 


My Son’s Questions 


My son micut ask why some Jewish 
customs seem to be neglected in his 
home and temple, such as the wearing 
of the skull-cap., separating men and 
women at observing the 
dietary laws. riding on the Sabbath, 


services, 


etc. 

I will explain that Jews are divided 
into three groups on the basis of how 
literally they follow the old rituals. 
I will make it clear. however, that the 
basic belief in One God remains im- 
mutable, despite the ritual differences. 
I would like to have my child feel that 
Jews are united, 
though the interpretation of some of 
the rules varies. 

Most of all, I would like my child to 
grow up with the firm conviction that 
being a Jew means living up to the 
principles of Judaism, regarding him- 
self as his brother’s keeper and having 
profound respect for all fellow crea- 


essentially even 


tures. 

SUSAN LEVIN, 17. pAuGHTER OF 
Dr. AND Mrs. Bert G. Levin, Mr. 
Zion Tempe, St. Pauw. (Honorable 
Vention) 





A Manifold Blessing 


Ir 1 were the rabbi I would want to 
be the guiding light of my people. the 
one to bring them renewed strength in 
their sorrow and the one to share their 
joys at life’s milestones. I would try 
to convince our people that we must 
share the sufferings of our fellow Jews 
everywhere. I would try to make my 
people say after a Friday night service. 
“T’'ve been uplifted. It is a 
Shabos.” If I could accomplish these 
things and others like them. I would 
feel like God’s representative on earth 
and I would feel a thousand-fold bless- 
ing descend upon me. 

HOWARD J. BRAUN, 16. 
or Mr. anp Mrs. Marcer Braun. 
TemMPLe EmMANu-EL, Lynsprook, N. Y. 
(Honorable Mention) 


good 
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NFTY's Regions 
NEFTY New England Federation 


GNYFTY (“Gnifty”) 


Greater New York* 
MAFTY Middle Atlantic 
SOFTY Southern 
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AKTFTY (“Aktifty”) | 


Arkansas-Kentucky-T ennessee 
MOVFTY Missouri Valley 
OVFTY Ohio Valley 
Eastern Lakes 
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MSTY (“Misty”) Michigan State 
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Jewish Theologians 


Continued from page 5 


fast and loose with what Dr. Wolfson 
calls our “native tradition.” That there 
are expressions of unconditional tran- 
scendentalism in Judaism is true. But 
they are few, and go contrary to the 
Hebraic thought. The 
prophets were the first to have pro- 
claimed God in history and to have 
posited the possibility of achieving the 
good society “in the end of days.” The 
Torah is not the symbol of God’s 
grace; it is a guide to lead men to- 
ward the improvement of their com- 
mon life. Basically, the whole Exis- 


essence of 


tentialist emphasis is Christian and 
other-worldly. Isn’t God’s purpose 
paramount in the account of the Ex- 
odus and in the use of the Assyrians 
as “the rod of mine anger”? Dr. Fack- 
enheim has every right to clamor for 
a “wholly other God.” but it is un- 
conscionable to try to fit Him into the 
framework of traditional Judaism. 
The call to reexamine the theology 
of Reform Judaism is always in order. 
Being a Liberal movement we must 
be open to all insights into the nature 
of life and the universe no matter 
where they come from. But let us call 
things by their proper names and not 
mask them in a Jewish costume. The 


THE NIGHT OF DECEMBER 24th 


Tus WAS IN °43, just ten years ago, in 
one of the tight litthe Long Island 
towns that piay bedroom for much of 
New York’s middle class. The night 
was December 24th, and though most 
of the town was busily ushering in 
Christmas, the Cohen home was the 
scene of a different sort of party. 
Adrian Cohen was a young engineer 
with a fair job. a fair wife and a reced- 
ing hairline. He also was unofficial 
maintenance man of the local temple 
and best friend of Bob Warsaw, the 
temple’s young rabbi. Rabbi Warsaw 
was all of twenty-eight and was due to 
report for the chaplaincy in just a few 
days. The party was a sort of farewell 
tendered him and his wife. Hermione, 
by the younger set of the temple. 

Everyone was there early, everyone 
except the Warsaws themselves, the 
Susmans, Millers. Lees. Gantowskys. 
Hirschmans and Kranes, each couple 
bearing a gift package. each ready for 
a genial evening of small drinking and 
large sociability. 

Lou Susman and his wife came last. 
dragging a package huge enough to 
contain a baby elephant. whose con- 
tents they refused to divulge. Using the 
bulky package as a table Adrian piled 
up the gifts for the proper moment. 

Eventually the apologizing Warsaws 
arrived, pleading that Susie had ar- 
rived late and they couldn’t leave 
Edwin Ariel till Susie came. But now 
Edwin Ariel was sound asleep, Susie 
was on watch, so let the fun begin. 


Rabbi Bial is spiritual leader of Temple 
Sinai. Summit. N, J. 
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Adrian served cocktails of his own 
mixing, the Warsaws were allowed to 
ogle the presents from a distance, the 
girls retired to a corner to discuss 
babies, marketing and Sisterhood busi- 
ness. Lou Susman and Irv Gantowsky 
played a violent game of ping-pong. 
Rabbi Warsaw, Bob to everyone except 
in the temple, and Adrian descended 
into the cellar to inspect in detail the 
oil-burner Adrian had installed with 
only a little help from the factory 
representative. The radio was full of 
the season’s music, so Lois Gantowsky, 
after persistently seeking something to 
dance to, had given up and joined the 
girls in their conversation. 


The Telephone Call 


Evelyn Cohen made a dash for the 
phone when the first peal sounded; 
her Shirley was asleep upstairs. The 
caller’s voice was that of a man obvi- 
young and obviously embar- 
rassed. “Is Rabbi Warsaw there? I 
called his home and someone said to 
try this number.” 

“Yes, I'll get him. Bob, there’s some- 
one on the wire!” Deep from the 
cellar, Adrian called, “He’s coming!” 

Bob Warsaw climbed the stairs with 
that combination of agility and dignity 
his youth and office afforded. Two 
years in the rabbinate had provided 
sufficient experience to ready him for 
almost any emergency, but an unex- 
pected phone call still partially un- 
nerved him. He was never sure whether 
it was “the rabbi” or just Bob War- 


ously 


saw who was wanted. His voice, as he 
lifted the receiver, was a mingling of 


Existentialist approach may be a nec- 
essary check to the idea of inevitable 
progress. But Judaism, yes, Reform 
Judaism. was not and is not charac- 
terized by this Spencerian idea. One 
may that Reform Ju- 
daism ought to consider the theological 
approaches of Brightman and Hart- 
shorne non-absolute 
God. There are many kinds of theo- 
logical doctrines today and a Liberal 
Jew them all in his 
search for the ultimate truth. But to 
assert, as Dr. Fackenheim does, that 
the Existentialist tradi- 
tional Judaism is to invite the charge 
of intellectual legerdemain. 


suggest, also, 


Ww ho propose a 


must examine 


theology is 


by Morrison D. Bial 


the so-serious rabbi and the engaging 
young Robert. 

It was the rabbi who was desired 
this time. Would he perform a mar- 
riage ceremony at that time of night? 
And did he have a place where he 
could perform it? 

His 


sional as he 


voice was grave and_profes- 
turned away from the 
phone. “It’s a young couple. He’s in 
the army stationed at Mitchell Field: 
she came up from Baltimore to marry 
him. His folks are in Canton: she 
hasn’t any. The chaplain’s away and 
the JWB Director advised them to try 
me. . 

He looked at their faces a moment. 
“I’m awfully sorry to have to leave. 
but it’s only for a little while. I'll 
marry them in my study and then 
well be right back.” He looked at 
Hermione for confirmation and she 
was smiling. “Who'll go as witness?” 
he asked. “We need two! Hermione 
will be one. Who else wants to go?” 


A “Better Idea” 


Evelyn Cohen had a better idea. 
“Bring them Bob. We're all 
ready for a party and then we'll really 
have a time. We can’t let those poor 
kids get married all alone in that book- 
shop you call a study. Go get them and 
bring them here.” 

Bob didn’t need any urging. “Where 
are you now?” he demanded over the 
phone. “Stay there. I'll pick you up 
in three minutes.” 


here, 


‘“ ’ . ’ 
They’re at Solomon’s candy store 
Continued on page 30 
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How We Increased Our Temple 
Attendance in Philadelphia 153% 


by Dr. Norman H. Bram 


es FRIDAY NIGHT services be made 
more interesting? This is a universal 
question, asked by rabbis and officers 
of all congregations. 

Being a professional man, whose 
office hours kept me from attending 
services regularly, I often asked my- 
self, “Why should I attend? What in- 
terest can the services have for me? 
Hlow can they benefit me?” I was de- 
lighted to use my office hours as an 
excuse to stay away. The only time | 
attended was for Yahrzeit. 

As an officer of my men’s club, I 
ironically was appointed chairman of 
our temple attendance project, under 
the sponsorship of the National Fed- 
eration of Temple Brotherhoods. This 
was a gigantic undertaking on the part 
of the NFTB, but they were very opti- 
mistic and confident of its success. 


A Transformation 


Everything I did on Friday night 
changed. I gave up my office hours. 
and my patients, who are 98 per cent 
non-Jewish, soon learned of my new 
activities and were very cooperative 


Welcome, New 
Affiliates 


Here are the latest clubs to join 
NFTB: Merrick, L. I.. MEN’s CLUB OF 
REFORM JEWISH CONGREGATION, Pres., 
Philip Block; Gary, Ind., TEMPLE 
ISRAEL MEN’S CLUB, Pres., Sam Dubin: 
Ardmore, Pa., MEN’S CLUB OF MAIN 
LINE REFORM CONGREGATION. Pres.. 
Stanton S. Ettinger. 


Official Publication of 
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 
and its JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 838 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 





and interested. The next problem was 
to influence and change the thinking 
of my uninterested fellow congregants. 
We adopted the slogan, “Every Friday 
night is synagogue night.” 

I went to Rabbi Meir Lasker, our 
spiritual and discussed the 
plans. He was most enthusiastic. The 


leader, 


next step was to get the support of 
the men’s club and sisterhood boards. 
which they gave wholeheartedly, pub- 
licizing the temple attendance project 
at their meetings and encouraging the 
attendance of all their members. 


Laymen Participate 


This is what was done. To open the 
campaign the first Friday in Novem- 
ber, to tie in with the Religion in 
American Life drive, we had the presi- 
dents of the men’s club and the sister- 
hood deliver sermons. Two other lay- 
men were assigned to read a portion of 
the services. These honors influenced 
relatives and friends to attend. After 
services. an Oneg Shabbat was held in 
our auditorium. Here we discussed the 
sermon topics, and were served re- 
freshments by the sisterhood. Attend- 
ance this first Sabbath was 300. This 
showed that our people were interested 
in a diversified service. 

On the following Friday night we 
had as our guest. Bishop Fred P. Cor- 
son, head of the Methodist church. Dr. 
Corson delivered a beautiful sermon. 
Our attendance was over 200. The Rev. 
Dr. John Robbins Hart. from White- 
marsh Chapel. Valley Forge. Pa.. was 
our guest speaker on the third Friday 
night, and. despite a heavy rain storm. 


Dr. Bram is a Philadelphia dentist and 
president of Temple Judea Men’s Club. 
The increase described here was the sec- 
ond highest reported in NFTB’s Temple 
Attendance Project last year. NFTB has 
continued the project this year, sending 
a revised Temple Attendance Kit of sug- 
materials to all Reform 


gestions and 


congregations. 


our attendance again was well over 
200. 

On the fourth Friday night of No- 
vember, we had a Hindu physician who 
gave us a dissertation on the Hindu 
religion. During the Oneg Shabbat. 
Rabbi Lasker took a very active part 
in the discussion. as he is well versed 
on the religion of the eastern world. 
We had a turnout of 350 members of 
the congregation for the service. At 
11:30 p.m. it to call a 
halt to the discussion. as our guest and 


Was necessary 


the rabbi were deluged with questions. 
Diversified Program Continues 


To carry on the diversified program. 
we continued to invite one guest out- 
each month. 
Month. our 
\lexander Ringer, our 


sider During Jewish 


Music 


leadership of 


choir. under the 
choirmaster. gave us a beautiful intet 
pretation of “Shabbat Shalom” by the 
contemporary composer. Julius Chajes. 
Another program during Jewish Music 
Month was the Olney High School a 
cappella choir of over sixty voices. An 
“Eternal Light” 
members participating. also was well 


program. with our 
received. 

Visiting guests once a month. to- 
gether with our regular services. 
gained much interest and many new 
faces every Friday night. As the ball 
started to roll and gain momentum. 
our attendance increased 153 per cent 
and this gain continued through the 
entire season. 

At a workshop last April at the gen- 


eral assembly of the Union of Ameri- 
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Findings of NFTB’s Survey— No. 2 


How Often Do Reform Jews 
Attend Temple Services? 


O NE OF THE most interesting reve- 


lations of the survey recently con- 
ducted by the NFTB to determine 
Reform laymen’s attitudes toward Jew- 
ish ceremonies in the synagogue and 
home is the large number of people 
who indicate that they attend temple 
services weekly. As a matter of fact. 
the same number of Reform Jews now 
attend services weekly, namely 31 per 
cent. as attend monthly, and the per- 
centage attending occasionally is much 
smaller, 26 per cent, and those who 
attend solely on the High Holydays. 
only 12 per cent. 

When these findings were presented 
for the first time, at the UAHC Bien- 
nial Convention in New York last 
April. a number of people. particu- 
larly residents of the largest cities. 
were amazed that the figures were so 
high. However, it must be realized 
that these figures represent an average 
around the country. NFTB’s question- 
naire, containing 171 questions, was 
mailed to 10.000 Jewish laymen. 8 per 
cent of the Reform constituency. The 
names were selected at random from 
the membership of brotherhoods affili- 
ated with the NFTB and from UAHC 
congregations where there are no 
affiliated brotherhoods. Every fifteenth 
member was polled. A total of 1.418 


How often 
do you attend Services? 





7! 


MONTHLY 31% 


| 


HIGH HOLY DAYS 12% 


WEEKLY 31% 





SELDOM 26% 


questionnaires filled out and 
returned. 

Analysis of the tabulations by five 
sections of the country shows compara- 
tively little regional variance in at- 
tendance. 

It is further to develop the habit of 
regular attendance of worship services 
that the NFTB is directing one of its 
major efforts, its “War on Indiffer- 
ence” temple attendance project. Last 
year, 125 congregations participated 
in this project, using some 300,000 
pieces of the materials contained in 
NFTB’s temple attendance kit. As a 
result, many 


were 


congregations reported 
increases in attendance ranging from 
20 per cent to 160 per cent. This year. 
NFTB has continued the service with 
a revised and expanded kit. Based on 
past experiences, those congregations 
which use these materials and sug- 
gestions, supplemented by their own. 
will increase attendance at worship 
services substantially. 


Home Visits 


One of the innovations in this year’s 
kit is a packet of “Suggestions for 
Home Visits.” This contains instruc- 
tions for friendly visits by husband 
from the 
leadership of congregation and affiliate 
boards. on families in their neighbor- 
hoods to urge regular attendance at 


and wife teams, chosen 


temple services. 

Friday evening services are con- 
ducted in the congregations of 92 per 
cent of those reporting; 48 per cent 
worship on Saturday morning, and 
only 8 per cent on Sunday morning. 
However, 8 per cent of the laymen who 
worship on Friday night would prefer 
Sunday morning although 
this is too small a percentage to indi- 
cate a trend. 

Thirty-four per cent believe that the 
sermon is the most important part of 
48 per cent, the prayer 
service, and 18 per cent, the music. 

Twenty-three per cent prefer large 
congregations; 69 per cent, medium, 
and 8 per cent, small. 


services, 


the service: 
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Synagogue Practices 


Eighty-seven per cent of the people 
surveyed derive inspiration from the 
Union Prayerbook. 

Forty-five per cent of those polled 
now have a cantor in their synagogue, 
and 64 would like to have a cantor. 

There is no wide gap separating 
laymen and rabbis in their views on 
Jewish ceremonies in the synagogue. 
Although rabbis are more devoted to 
religious practices in the home, a sub- 
stantial number of laymen also engage 
in such practices. 

Ninety-four per cent of the congre- 
gations light candles at Friday eve- 
ning services, and even a greater per 
cent of the laymen, 90 per cent, want 
this practice. Eighty-nine per cent of 
the rabbis report that the Kiddush is 
sung in their temples, and 88 per cent 
of the laymen like this practice. 

A Friday night Torah service, a non- 
traditional practice, is conducted by 
58 per cent of the rabbis reporting, 
but 77 per cent of the laymen report- 
ing approve this practice. 


Women’s Participation 


Another non-traditional _ practice. 
having women assist in the religious 
service, is observed by 82 per cent of 
the rabbis. and 72 per cent of the lay- 
men approve. However. in only 21 per 
cent of the congregations are women 
called up to share in the reading of 
the Torah. and only 37 per cent of the 
laymen approve this. A large majority 
believes that laymen should assist in 
the Torah service. 

Continued on page 23 


Do you believe 
congregations should be: 





LARGE? 23% MEDIUM? 69% 





SMALL? 8% 
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a SOUNDED WONDERFUL! Three days 
and two nights up in the beautiful 
hills, resting, thinking. talking, eating. 
praying with seventy-five of my good 


brothers, learning together of God’s 
word at the feet of our great rabbis 
and cantors. 

When our Baltimore 
Temple  Brotherhoods. 
the brotherhoods of Baltimore Hebrew 
Congregation. Har Sinai Temple and 
Oheb Shalom Congregation decided to 


Council of 
representing 


inaugurate such a week-end institute. 
it met with immediate enthusiasm. 
Committees under the capable guid- 
ance of Dave Caplan were formed. and 
the venture was under way. 

We anxiously awaited the Friday of 
June 12. In fact. when that day arrived 
under gloomy skies. drizzling rain and 
fog. we still were undismayed as we 
set out on the fifty-mile drive to Camp 
Louise. 

Wives Approved 

What did think of our 
going away for the week-end? God 
bless them. they were sure we would 
get lots of good out of it. They had 
read the illustrated pub 
lished by the tri-brotherhood council: 
they could see what a wonderful pro- 


our wives 


brochure 


gram was lined up for us. the very 
reasonable cost. and 


happy for us to go. In fact. many of 


they were very 
them planned get-togethers for the two 
days. They are now insisting that their 
sisterhoods should start such institutes 
soon, 

Shortly. we arrived at Camp Louise. 
high in the mountains. just on the 
Maryland-Pennsylvania line. We were 


Vax Wolfe is treasurer of Har Sinai 
Temple Brotherhood, Baltimore, editor of 
his Brotherhood publication and a dele 
gate to the Baltimore Council of Temple 
Brotherhoods. He is a silversmith and a 
former newspaper man. 


to 
nN 


struck by the beauty. 
serenity. and ideal surroundings of the 


gift to 


profoundly 


camp, Aaron Straus’ great 
children. 

Many of our friends 
before us. Quickly. 


were assigned to our bunks. very com- 


had arrived 


pleasantly, we 


fortable quarters in a beautiful. dense 
woods, full of great trees, not-too-steep 
paths. and the constant serenades of 
lovely song birds. 
We stretched our 
looked toward the skies, leaden as they 
were. and felt good already. less tired 
and worried. We noted the names of 
our bunk mates on their badges. and 


arms and 


legs 
egs. 


shall never forget them. Members of 
different 


gether, so we made lasting new friends 


temples were assigned to- 
that way. 

We went to the 
building. sat down on the cozy rockers 


beautiful main 


and benches. looking down on_ the 


scenic beauty below. watching the 
country road. Sure enough. here came 
more eager members. and 


— 


more and 
as each pulled up. some of us would 
rush over to welcome them, help with 
their luggage. and offer free advice 
and comments. It warmed your heart 
to hear the sincere greetings. the true 
brotherliness manifested by these Jew- 


ish hearts. 
Out-of-Town Visitors 


Not only Baltimore men came: two 
came from Wilmington; the president 
of the Washington Hebrew Congrega- 
Brotherhood 
government 


welcomed. as 
clerk from 


Edgewood Arsenal. who read about it 


tion was 


was a young 
in the Baltimore papers: he was made 
to feel right at home with the rest 
of us. 

Soon, the dinner bell rang. The cool 
air and happy atmosphere made us 
even hungrier as we entered the cheer- 
ful dining hall for a real Friday night 
dinner. 





Brotherhood 


Retreats 


1. MOUNTAIN INSTITUTE 
by Max Wolfe 


Our chairman. Dave Caplan, and his 
co-chairmen, Sam Friedman and Mil- 
ton Albert. were everywhere. to be 
sure all was well. All the “campers” 
were assigned to tables. as they were 
broke bread with 

friends. As the 
recite the 


to bunks. and they 
new as well as old 
“youngster” who was to 
Kiddush raised his silver cup a great. 
glorious sound went up. Everybody 
was singing it. laymen, rabbis. cantors. 
and to the last Hashabos. every word 
was thrilling. There was no question. 
there, this institute was a 


then and 


great success! 
Sabbath Eve Dinner 


The Friday night meal has always 
heen a special one in Jewish life. This 
one. here on the mountain-top. will 
The candles 


long be remembered. 


glowed, there was real satisfaction. 
friendliness. on each face. Everyone 
ate the delicious food until he just 


couldn't eat any more. Rabbi Samuel 
Glasner led us in the prayer of thank- 
fulness and a full. very full. gathering 
arose to stretch before the services. 
We met soon thereafter in the semi- 
outdoor theater. The altar was a rough 
bench topped by a stool. but that was 
sufficient for us. The Ark was in our 
hearts. Some of the men. truth be told. 
hadn't come to a Friday night service 
at temple for months. ves. even vears. 
But their voices of prayer. of hope. of 
thankfulness. were as loud and sincere 
Rabbi Abraham Shusterman 
and. after the 
service. gave an inspiring lecture on 
“The Life of the Modern Jew.” Every 
word was meaningful to all. The ques- 
showed the 


as ours. 


guided us. thrilling 


tions afterward intense 
interest and intelligence of good, reli- 
gious Jews who wanted to learn of 
their God and His works. 

Small groups. going down the beau- 
tiful wooded paths in the dark, dis- 


cussed earnestly. solemnly, what thev 
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A project growing in popularity is 
the brotherhood retreat or institute. 
Two that were held last summer, one 
in the East and one on the West 
Coast, are described in personal eX- 
perience reports we are proud to 
present. The second will appear in 
the next issue. 





thought, what they hoped for. There 
was no darkness in their minds or in 
their understanding. 

It was growing late. A big day was 
up. Shabos. But the 
wanted to talk to their friends. Soon. 
they were invited inside for a midnight 
snack. 


coming men 


Keeper of the Flame 


Finally. reluctantly, they went to 
their comfortable bunks and turned in. 
These were rustic rooms with excellent 
beds and One 
pointed himself “keeper of the flame.” 


In our bunk, he was a prominent real 


fireplaces. man ap- 


estate man who seemed glad to be 
burning up some one else’s property. 
His assistants. “bearers of the logs.” 
were a silversmith. a dentist. and a 
competing real estate man. 

We discovered then one of the attri- 
butes of pious Jews. These Jews didn’t 
snore much. We had a wonderful. rest- 
ful. if brief. night. 

The light of the the 
weeping clouds rose early and most of 


sun behind 
us were ready to go again. Over to 
the nearby 
“Good Shabos” 


where. It was raining quite hard. but 


showers. and cries of 


were heard every- 


it stopped no one. 
Four Rabbis Participate 


Sabbath morning services were fully 
attended. Then optional study courses. 
which really taught us about our great 
faith, were led by Rabbis Shaw, Glas- 
ner. Lieberman and Shusterman and 
Cantor Cooper. with open discussions. 

Before sundown. we had a Havdolo 
service and another great dinner. We 
had planned an outdoor community 
sing and a hot dog roast. but the ele- 
ments kept us indoors. We didn't mind 
in the least. We ate the delicious wurst 


inside. and sang with the help of Can- »' 


tors Grobani and Rosenfeld. 
We didn’t late 


Saturday night. as most of us were a 


stay up quite as 
bit tired, but everyone was having the 
time of his life and looked it. 
held a 
daily prayer service, after a lox and 
bagel breakfast. Then we heard a most 


Sunday morning we short 





interesting lecture on “What It Means 
to Be a Jew” by Rabbi Morris Lieber- 
man; at that point, most of us had a 
far better understanding than we had 
ever had before, and were glad of it. 


Friendships Made 


We packed up that afternoon to go 
home, but no one rushed. Everyone 
was to leave. There was hand- 
shaking. hearty backslapping every- 
where, and as the cars went down the 
road back to the city. there were 
shouts of “See and 
“Look for you in town!” 

You looked at the happy men and 
looked at Faces that 


SOrry 


you next year!” 


a miracle. 


you 

had shown fatigue. concern, even 
worse. unhappiness, were now wreathed 
in smiles. contentment. and showed 


courage. You had to be there to believe 
it. | saw it. | know. I was one of them. 
Yes. all this in less than forty-eight 
hours. But. remember. they had come 
closer to God! 

Was it worth while in every way? 
J. for one. cannot wait until next vear. 
God willing. 


Better Jews 


The Jews who came down from the 
mountain-top that week-end are better 
Jews. They are more regular in their 
attendance at their synagogues: they 
observe more closely in their homes. 
and they encourage other Jews, their 
families. friends and neighbors to do 
likewise. 

Give our people a chance to stop in 
their earthly chores for a few hours: 
Jet them their 
minds think about God. and you have 


rest minds: let those 


better brothers who are better sons of 


God! 


} CHANUKO, 1953, BROTHERHOOD SECTION 


di 


Temple Attendance 


Continued from page 20 


can Hebrew Congregations in New 
York, | heard many delegates and 


rabbis give their reasons for the failure 
to attract large attendance at Friday 
night services at their synagogues. 

The the 
tions because they did not show enough 
interest. Most congregants, they said, 
were either Rosh Ha-shono or Yahrzeit 
interested in social 
functions than in religion. 


rabbis blamed congrega- 


attenders, more 


Excuses Given 

The laymen, including synagogue 
presidents, blamed the poor attend- 
ance on the rabbis. They said the 
rabbis were either very poor drama- 
lists or their sermon topics were not 
interesting or timely. There were many 
pros and cons, but no definite conclu- 
sions were reached. 

Having completed a successful sea- 
son at believe our 
practical experience should be of great 
value to all. Under the leadership of 
Rabbi Lasker, Temple Judea of Phila- 
delphia has grown to be the fourth 


our synagogue, ] 


largest Reform congregation in Penn- 
sylvania. Due to the popularity of our 
rabbi and the interesting services that 
are conducted at our temple, we have 
a large waiting list of families who 
wish to be added to our present mem- 
bership of over 700 family members. 
“Show Them the Way.” could not have 
been a better motto for the successful 
attendance campaign. 


Survey 


Continued from page 21 

As for High 
the survey revealed that slightly more 
than half of the Reform laymen fast 
on Yom Kippur, and 94 per cent like 
Rosh 


Holyday observance. 


to have the shofor blown on 
Ha-shono. 

Ninety-three per cent of the Reform 
rabbis now wear a robe at services, 
and 88 per cent of the laymen approve 
this practice; 60 per cent wear either 
a talis or a stole. but only 27 per cent 
wear a hat. and 61 per cent of the lay- 
men approve these practices. 

\ substantial majority, 73 per cent, 
believe in the blessing of children at 
the Sabbath service. 

(The next article will deal with atti- 

‘tudes toward marriage, intermarriage, 
divorce, birth. death, and Jewish ob- 


servances in the home.) 








Jewish Chautauqua Society 








Interfaith Adventure in Ohio 


Libbie Goes to Troy 


by Libbie L. Braverman 


i. ALWAYS HAS BEEN Customary to 
ask rabbis to interpret our faith to 
Christians. Whenever the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society has an invitation to 
send a representative to a college or 
church camp, a rabbi is assigned. 

Last summer. however. the Rev. 
John S. Queen, of the Congregational 
Christian Church. Vandalia. Ohio. and 
director of Camp Chaffee, insisted on 
a woman. The camp is coed. with 
about fifty-five girls and _ forty-five 
boys. 

I was the woman the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society chose. It was the first 
time a woman was given such a camp 
assignment. they informed me. I was 
hoth flattered and fearful. Would I 
meet the requirements? Could I learn 
to adjust to this kind of setting? As 
for handling teen-agers. | had ample 
experience with hundreds of them as 
educational director of a large reli- 
gious school, not to mention many 
seasons as head of some well-known 
camps in the East. I wondered. though. 
would my orientation in the Christian 
cemp be comfortable: would the in- 
evitable Christological references dis- 
turb me? 

Camp Chaffee is located near Troy. 
in southeastern Ohio. My job was to 





Vrs. Sigmund Braverman is a consultant 
on Jewish education, author of several 
textbooks for children. and former educa- 
tional director of temple religious schools 
in Cleveland and Akron. The experience 
she describes here was one of a hundred 
week-long Christian church camp engage- 
ments arranged last summer by the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society. 
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interpret Jewish holidays and Jewish 
customs. The title of the course, “The 
Holidays That Jesus Observed.” was 
to be presented on their level. These 
voungsters were of junior high age. 
with a sprinkling of high school fresh- 
men. Their parents represented all 
walks of life. They came from large 
and small towns. and were sent by 
their local church groups. 


The Teachers 

Five ministers led the classes and 
discussions. They came from small 
communities in the southern part of 
the state. and were more liberal than 
fundamentalist in their views. These 
ministers not only taught classes. but 
also served as counselors. each taking 
charge of a cabin of boys. Here’s 
where I came in. for I. too. was called 
upon to lead classes. in addition to 
presiding over a table at meals and 
having charge of a cabin of girls. 

The purpose of the camp was pri- 
marily to strengthen the Christian 
spirit of their young people. Although 
maintaining their dignity at all times. 
the ministers permitted the campers to 
call them by their first names. 

One of the most popular was the 
Rev. Raymond Michel. who could lead 
the group in popular songs. and the 
next moment completely change the 
mood by lifting them to a_ lofty 
spiritual level with an inspirational 
sermonette that set the tone for the 
day’s thinking and praying. The Rev. 
Mr. Queen. the camp director. had the 
rare talent of combining the recrea- 
tional as well as the religious elements 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


of the program. He commanded the 
respect of both campers and coun- 
selors. 

The Visitors 

Invited to this institute as part of its 
World Fellowship and missionary pro- 
grams was a Japanese girl named 
Edna Barstow. a senior at Doan Col- 
lege in Nebraska. She described life 
in Japan. dramatizing it for the camp- 
ers by donning Japanese attire. telling 
them of the Japanese way of life. 
demonstrating the customs and even 
the peculiar eating habits of her 
people. 

\ South African Negro, whom we 
called Uncle Bud, was Exhibit A fon 
the interracial education phase of the 
program. Both he and Edna _ visit 
camps in the summer and appear at 
church groups in the winter. telling 
their audiences about the good the 
money they contribute to World Fel 
lowship does in those — far-awa 
countries. 

The camp itself was what many 
would rate as rather primitive. Six 
double-decker beds accommodated the 
eleven campers and the counselor in 
each cabin. Otherwise. there was little 
if any equipment. no cupboards. no 
shelves. no plumbing. For a shower 
one trekked all the way across the 
camp near the swimming pool. The 
campers took turns cleaning up the 
place. serving the food and doing K.P. 
duty. 

The Camp Day 

Seven days. with slight variation. 
made up the exciting adventure of 
Camp Chaffee. When the gong 
sounded at 7 A.M. everyone got out of 
bed. except those ambitious campers 
who were up at six to brave the cold 
water in the circular pool for an early 
morning dip. Breakfast was followed 
by the morning “watch.” The “watch- 
word” consisted of a short story or a 
few inspirational remarks, which sent 
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the campers to far corners of the camp 
for solitary meditation. Here they read 
an assigned Bible portion. This was 
followed by cabin clean-up. 

At 9 a.m. the camp was divided into 
groups for study periods, with the min- 
leading. Courses included: 
Believe?” “Saints Who 
Still Live.” “Life and Teaching of 
Jesus” and “Our Place in the Chris- 
tian Society.” 

In each busy day, time was set aside 
for assembly discussion, faculty meet- 
ings. and for sports and hobbies. 

Theme of the week, “Camp Chaffee 
Meets the World.” provided an oppor- 
tunity for widening of horizons. with 
the young people learning about other 
faiths, other peoples. other groups. 
Here the special guests were sought 


isters 


“What Can | 


out. 


They Meet a Jew 


Many of these young people had 
never seen a Jew before. Few had 
spent even a short time in the company 
of one. They watched me. ate with me. 
danced with me. When I joined in the 
singing of camp songs, they relaxed a 
little. When I rose to lead a favorite 
camp song. they lighted up with an 
enthusiastic response. 

As | taught my course, I tried, as a 
pedagogue. to find something in their 
apperceptive background for a jump- 
ing-off point of interest trom which to 
approach my subject. Some of the 
students were surprised to learn that 
the “Last Supper” was the Seder that 
ushered in the Passover holiday. When 
they learned that Christmas Eve was a 
left-over of the lunar calendar ap- 
proach. when holidays started on the 
evening preceding the holiday. I be- 
lieve they better under- 
standing and appreciation of the Jewish 
holidays that traditionally begin when 
Some of the 
surprised to 


achieved a 


the sun down. 

campers first 
learn that the holidays which the Jews 
observe today were for the most part 
the holidays that Jesus observed in his 


Toes 
Loe 


were at 


day. 

In the valley after supper. vesper 
services took place. As we watched the 
sunset, we gathered to marvel at God's 
handiwork. Here we sang more hymns 
and prayed. A short sermonette. usu- 
ally in the form of a story, would con- 
clude with a rousing. “Go back to 
God, listen. talk to God. hear Him. be 
a true Christian. He’s here waiting 
for you to let Him in.” We would ar- 
rive at the service area silently and 





leave silently. These moments were 


with feeling. The 
young people were very obviously 
stirred by the daily reminder of the 
importance of prayer and worship, of 
religious appreciation of God’s gifts. 


heavy religious 


Visitors Conduct Vespers 


One night the vesper services were 
each a 
inter- 
Each 


“visitors,” 
interfaith, 
expression. 


conducted by the 
living example of 
racial, intergroup 
participated in his own way. 

The South African rose. Exhibiting 
the zeal of the convert. his hymns were 
Christological in tone. chosen for the 
many times the blood and the cruci- 
fixion were mentioned. 

The maiden from Japan announced 
in her rather broken English that she 
would recite a prayer in her language 
and would we respond in English. She 
recited the Lord’s Prayer in Japanese. 
and the entire congregation repeated 
it in English. 


When my turn came. I indicated 
that the Jew always believed in 
brotherhood, that one Father had 


created us. and to illustrate this I read 
excerpts from the Torah, the Prophets 
and the Talmud. I told them about the 
Jewish backgrounds of the democratic 
ideals that are incorporated in the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution and emphasized in the 
speeches of George Washington and 
Franklin Roosevelt. This part of the 
service was concluded by a recitation 
from the Psalm. “How good and how 
pleasant for brethren to dwell to- 


gether.” 


What Did They Say? 


What did these Christian youngsters 
say to me? Eloquently they spoke of 
their deep religious devotion. These 
boys and girls know how to worship. 
they know their hymns, and they don’t 
have to refer to their hymn books for 
the words. They know their New Tes- 
tament. though they are not as familiar 


with the Old Testament. Each is the 
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proud owner of a Bible and can 
readily locate the assigned readings. 
The teen-age problems they dis- 


cussed could well have been discussed 
in any group: gambling. dishonesty, 
bad talk, gossip, bad sportsmanship. 
cheating in examinations, neglect of 
homework. These are universal prob- 
lems confronting all youth today. 

I was strangely touched when a 
maiden of twelve. who told me at the 
beginning of the camp period, “I get 
out of milking the cows while I’m 
here.” brought her mother over and 
introduced me with, “Mother, meet 
Libbie, she’s a Jew.” 


High Point 


To me the high point of the con- 
ference came at a bull session in our 
cabin the last night. One of the girls 
spoke up for the group, “Libbie, we 
hope you come back next year, for 
you have true Christian feeling.” A 
young lady from Dayton then said. 
“When I go back home, ['m going to 
ask minister to take us to visit 
the temple.” I gave her the name of 
the temple and rabbi in Dayton. 

I found that the true spirit of 
brotherhood was nurtured here. Fur- 
thermore. the group manifested a new 


our 


understanding of Judaism. 

On the last night at the vesper, when 
all the counselors participated in a 
candle-lighting ceremony, as I lit my 
candle from the taper of my neighbor. 
I used the opportunity to say. “As one 
light kindles another. so nobleness en- 
kindles nobleness. May all these lights. 
kindled each from the other, grow 
into a tree of light that will blaze and 
penetrate into the darkness, and light 
the way of life. As understanding and 
knowledge destroy darkness and ig- 
norance, as they smash the fences of 
prejudice and the barriers of segrega- 
tion, there will be one neighborhood, 
one brotherhood, one world.” 
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A. THE FESTIVAL OF CHANUKO ap- 


proaches our thoughts turn more and 
more not only to the giving of gifts of 
Jewish significance but also to the 
placing of such objects in our own 
homes. What better place to buy these 
articles than in your Sisterhood Juda- 
ica shop? 

At present there are approximately 
one hundred active. flourishing Sister- 
hood Judaica Shops and new ones are 
being established. The names of these 
shops vary as do the titles of the 
persons and committees in charge. 
Most of them are simply called Judaica 
Shops. Others are known as Judaica 
Gift Shops. Many of the Sisterhoods 
appoint special Judaica shop chair- 
men. Others give the responsibility to 
the chairman of Ceremonials and Arts 
or the Sisterhood president. At least 
one Sisterhood reports that the chair- 
man of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee is in charge of the Judaica 
shop. Also, several of the Sisterhoods 
report that their Judaica shop is a 
joint venture with the PTA. 

The growing importance of the Ju- 


daica shop in the congregation is 
demonstrated by the fact that many 


Judaica shops now have permanent 
quarters in the temple building. They 
are generally located in the vestry or 
auditorium and usually include one or 
cases in which 

shown at all 


more glass display 
their merchandise is 
times. 

Shops are generally open on Sunday 
morning, when parents come to call 
for their 
meetings. 


children. during Sisterhood 
important synagogue func- 
tions, and whenever possible at other 
times during the week. 

Total sales vary from several hun- 
dred dollars to several thousand. The 
same is true of profits. These depend 
upon the size of the community and 
the merchandise sold. Publicity is ex- 
tremely important in the success of the 
Most of them insert 


Judaica shop. 
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notices in temple bulletins and some 
send flyers through the mail. Many of 
the Sisterhoods put notices in the local 
press. especially the Anglo-Jewish 
newspaper. 

The Sisterhood of Temple Beth Is- 
that 


interest ran high as a result of a con- 


rael. Phoenix, Arizona. reports 
test for a fitting name. The response 
to the six-week contest was very good 
and as a result the entire Jewish com- 
munity was made aware of the shop. 
The Sisterhood 


Heritage Shop and the winning con 


name selected was 
testant was awarded a pair of Israeli 
candlesticks as a prize. The prize wes 
presented with fanfare at a joint meet- 
ing with another Sisterhood. This did 





BIENNIAL CONVENTION 


much to stimulate good will as well 


as business. 


WHAT THEY SELL 


Merchandise varies from 
shop. All of them sell books, of course. 
Objects having Jewish significance are 
include 


shop to 


of major 
jewelry items with Jewish symbols, re- 
and 


importance. They 


holiday 
greeting cards and special gift wrap- 


cordings. toys games, 
pings for Jewish holidays. Israeli arts 
and crafts, reproductions of Jewish 
art masterpieces, menorahs, candle- 
sticks, Kiddush 
holiday and Sabbath cloths and nap- 


kins. In 


articles made by 


cups. Seder plates. 


addition, many shops sell 
their own members 
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as well as such other items as paper 


goods, books of general interest, and 
candies. 

Sisterhood Judaica 
shops have become known for special- 
ties. Chanuko candies are a specialty 
of the Sisterhood of Temple De Hirsch 
of Seattle, Washington. The Judaica 
Shop of the Sisterhood of Temple Beth 
El of Great Neck, N. Y. has prepared 
chalo cloths with a stamped design. 
They also provide embroidery silk and 
instructions — for 


{ number of 


embroidering — the 
cloth. These specialties are often or- 
dered by other Judaica shops to sell in 
their communities. 


EXHIBITS 


Many of the shops sponsor special 
exhibits of their products. At the Wise 
Temple, Cincinnati, the shop sponsors 
a Parents’ Day Sale. Parents first visit 
their children’s classes, then see a 
play given by the younger children. 
They are then ushered into the dining 
hall where the shop’s entire stock of 
gifts and books are on display. This is 
the big sale of the year. During Jewish 
Book Month, the Judaica Shop of Tem- 
ple Beth Emeth, Wilmington, Del., dis- 
plays its merchandise at the YMHA. 
This year the Phoenix Heritage Shop 
is planning a gala pre-Chanuko ex- 
hibit designed to induce sales. They 
also hope to make this a “donor” night 
for Sisterhood members who may wish 
to display items they make and sell in 
order to earn their “donor” contribu- 
tions for the year. 

Wherever Sisterhood Judaica shops 
have been created, the response has 
generally been gratifying. They have 
served as a much needed storehouse 
of Jewish items for the home and, be- 
sides, have proved to be a good source 


of income for the Sisterhood. The im 





Helpful Hints for 
Gift Shop Chairmen 


A model gift shop designed by 
Mrs. Milton Steinberg and Miss 
Anita Warburg for the benefit of 
Sisterhood gift shop chairmen is on 
display at Bloch Publishing Com- 


pany, 31 West 31st Street. New 


York. It combines a compact, 
attractive. well-illuminated — unit 
which can be assembled in easy 


steps. Descriptive literature is 


available. 


portance of a Judaica shop in a com- 
munity is best illustrated by the Sis- 
terhood member who moved to a new 
found difficulty in 
orienting herself. She didn’t complain 


community and 
of the housing shortage or deprivation 
Sisterhood contacts. 
Rather, her concern centered on: “It’s 
so difficult to buy anything Jewish 
here.” With the aid of the new NFTS 
“Your Sisterhood Judaica 
she is now helping her new 


in temple or 


pamphlet 
Shop,” 
Sisterhood set up a Judaica shop. Sis- 
terhoods which are experiencing the 
lack in their communities will 
find this booklet most helpful. It may 
be purchased for 35¢ from NFTS, 
838 Fifth Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 


same 


Institute on 
Film Forums 


Wi ins RECENT YEARS, films have 


become increasingly important aids in 
effective programming. They can be 
used for entertainment, to stimulate 
discussion and as a source of informa- 
tion. To facilitate the rental of films 
the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations has set up a film library 
from which Sisterhoods as well as 
other temple groups may borrow films. 
\ catalogue of that library is available 
upon request from the Audio-Visual 


Department of the UAHC, 838 Fifth 
Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 

In addition, many Sisterhoods have 
been asking for advice on the selection 
of films and suggestions for their use 
as part of an effective program. As a 
NFTS decided 


Institute demonstrating the use of film 


result, to conduct an 
as the basis for a discussion program. 
About thirty New 
York area met in the Board Room of 
the Union House of Living Judaism 
3erg Memorial. Miss Jane Evans, Ex- 
ecutive Director of NFTS, presided 
over the meeting. 

The Audio-Visual director of the 
U AHC, Mr. Samuel Grand, opened the 
discussion by pointing out that films. 
books, tele- 
vision, ete.. com- 


women from. the 


like newspapers, radio, 


were a means of 
municating ideas. In order to make a 
meeting interesting, the means of 
communication should be varied. Films 
are an interesting and effective way of 
communicating information and ideas 
because they appeal to both the eye 


and the ear. 
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He explained the physical set-up of 
the room: the type of projector and 
screen used, the need for adequate 
electrical outlets, good ventilation, 
proper shades and seats at a comfort- 
able distance from the screen. He 
stressed that all the physical arrange- 
ments should be checked well in ad- 
vance of the meeting. The participants 
were also told that if they did not 
have the necessary equipment in their 
communities, it could be purchased 
through the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations. 

Catalogues listing films that might 


be of interest to Sisterhoods were dis- 


tributed. The many facets of Sister- 
hood’s program which could be en- 


riched by the use of a film were 
pointed out. 


The film. “Who’s Boss?” 


cause it presented in a_ provocative 


chosen be- 


manner the problem of competition in 
marriage, was shown. A brief discus- 
sion led by Dr. Diana Bernstein. 
NFTS Program and Public Relations 
assistant, pointed up not only the prob- 
lem which the film stressed but also 
the Jewish approach to the problem. 
Then the film was discussed in terms 
of its interest to Sisterhoods. Its 
strengths and weaknesses as a vehicle 
for discussion were pointed up. Tech- 
niques for starting a discussion, keep- 
ing it on the subject of the film and 
keeping it rolling were discussed. 


COLOR FILM 


The session was closed with a show- 
ing of the beautiful color film “Rever- 
ence,” produced by UAHC. Based on 
selections from the Psalms, it provided 
an inspiring conclusion to the meeting. 

Everyone present felt that the meet- 
The 
members who attended have since been 
asking for help in selecting films and 
conducting film forums in their own 


ing had been most successful. 


communities. 

Such meetings should not be limited 
to the New York area. Sisterhoods all 
over the country will find that a film 
forum will provide a most interesting. 
informative meeting. Film libraries at 
most of the large universities will be 
glad to rent films to Sisterhoods. In 
addition, most of the large commercial 
producers and distributors have local 
branch offices from which films may 
be rented. NFTS will be glad to supply 
you with information on films, equip- 
ment and the techniques necessary to 
conduct such a meeting. 





= SISTERHOOD ART CALENDAR for 
the year 5714 (1953-54) has been 
dedicated to the tercentenary of the 
settlement of the Jews in New Amster- 
dam. The calendar contains illustra- 
tions from the filmstrips “The Jews 
Settle in New Amsterdam—1654” and 
“Isaac Mayer Wise: Master Builder of 
American Judaism.” both produced by 
the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations. As a frontispiece. the cal- 
endar features a reproduction of a por- 
trait of lovely Rebecca Gratz and as 
an endpiece, a photograph of the 
Philadeiphia home of David Franks, 
considered one of the finest examples 
of Colonial American architecture. 
With its listing of both Jewish and 
secular holidays and space for mem- 
oranda, the new art calendar is as 
useful as it is attractive. 

The official celebration of the Ter- 
centenary will begin in September, 
1954. It was in September, 1654. that 
twenty-three Jews, refugees from the 











JEWS DEMAND SERVICE IN THE BURGHER GUARD 
From Filmstrip, “The Jews Settle in New Amsterdam—1654” 


Sisterhood Art Calendar Honors 
American Jewish Tercentenary 





ISAAC M. WISE IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS 


From Filmstrip on Wise as reproduced in Sisterhood Art Calendar 


Dutch colony of Brazil, which some 
months earlier had fallen to the Por- 
tuguese, sailed into the harbor of New 
Amsterdam. Permitted to settle there 
“provided the poor among them shall 
not become a burden to the company 
or to the community. but be supported 
by their own... .” the Jews sank deep 
roots into the soil of the new world. Not 
without a_ struggle. they gradually 
achieved political equality and became 
important factors in the life of their 
community. 

A nation-wide celebration is being 
planned for the year 1954-55. It will 
emphasize the participation of Jews 
and Judaism in American life. and 
the opportunities and responsibilities 
which America opened for Jews and 
for all Americans. The theme of the 
observance. “Man’s Opportunities and 
Responsibilities Under Freedom.” pro- 
vides an opportunity to strengthen the 
cause of liberty. to review our fruitful 
past in America, and to explore the 
new and exciting meanings of the free 
society in our own time. 

In addition to increasing their own 
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purchases of the Sisterhood Art Cal- 
endar and stimulating its distribution 
throughout their communities, Sister- 
hoods all over the country will wish to 
take this opportunity to learn more 
about their own communities and to 
reevaluate their rights and duties as 
American Jewish women. Many Sister- 
hoods are now making plans for the 
celebration of this event. They are 
searching attics and cupboards for 
documents relating to the history of 
their They are 
helped in their search for historical 


communities. being 
data by local universities and public 
libraries and historical societies. The 
\merican Archives, Clifton 
Avenue, Cincinnati 20, Ohio, is always 
ready to help them. 

The American Jewish Tercentenary 
Committee. composed of 300 promi- 
nent Jews from throughout the United 
States, is 


Jewish 


planning the nation-wide 
celebration. This organization of which 
Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, UAHC 
president, is a vice-president, is help- 
ing local communities set up Tercen- 
tenary committees to plan community 
celebrations. The national committee, 
located at 270 Park Avenue in New 
York City, is ready to aid Sisterhoods 
with program material, reading lists 
and speakers. 


NEW SISTERHOODS 


NETS eExTENDs a cordial and heartfelt 
welcome to the Sisterhoods which have 
recently affiliated. We are grateful to 
have their strength and numbers added 
to our world-wide fellowship which is 
dedicated, through the synagogue, to 
the service of Jewish and humanitarian 


causes, 


Reseda, Calif. 
TEMPLE JUDEA SISTERHOOD 


Levittown, Pa. 


TEMPLE SHOLOM 


Culver City, Calif. 


SISTERHOOD 


TEMPLE AKIBA SISTERHOOD 
OF CULVER CITY 

Mattoon, Hl. 

MATTOON JEWISH SISTERHOOD 


Fresno, Calif. 

TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL SISTERHOOD 

Washington, D. C. 

WOMEN’S AUXILIARY OF 
TEMPLE SINAI 

Great Neck, New York 

SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE EMANUEL 
OF GREAT NECK 

Somerville, New Jersey 


SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE BETH EL 


Here and There in the 
Sisterhood World 


AN ADULT INSTITUTE, sponsored by the 
Sisterhood of Temple Judea, Philadel- 
phia, in conjunction with the men’s 
club, was well attended. 
Courses included Hebrew, Jewish His- 
tory, Comparative Religion and Jewish 
Music, both liturgical and secular. 


extremely 


A “sOCIAL SECRETARY” service is pro- 
vided by the Uniongram chairman of 
the Sisterhood of Central Synagogue 
of Nassau County, N. Y. Any member 
who has four or more 
sions, such as weddings, anniversaries, 


special occa- 


birthdays, confirmations, holidays, ete. 
and is afraid that they will slip her 
mind, just drops a note to the Union- 
gram chairman, giving her the name, 
address, date and message. She does 
the rest. The cost of this service is 
only the price of the Uniongrams- 
$1.00. 


MANY SISTERHOODS all over the coun- 
try run Thrift Shops as a means for 
raising funds but the Thrift Shop con- 
ducted by the Sisterhood of Temple 
israel of Jamaica, N. Y., is especially 
noteworthy. Its outstanding 
was made possible through the coop- 
eration of Thrift Shop workers and the 
donation of rummage from members 
and friends. Workers gave four hours 
per month. They sold, picked up mer- 
chandise or did clerical work. Volun- 
teers picked the task they preferred 
and found that it was fun. From time 
to time there was a “kaffee klatch” at 
exclusively for Thrift 
Shop workers. Two “special” dona- 
tions of new merchandise, dolls and 
stimulated 
mously. When the final count is in the 
Sisterhood expects to have chalked up 
a profit of about $5000. 


success 


the temple, 


snowsuits business enor- 


WAY of 
Sisterhood reports has been developed 
by the NFTS Convention of District 
No. 8 (Virginia, District of Columbia, 
Delaware. Maryland, North Carolina) 
held in Cumberland, Md., October 10- 
12. Instead of giving an oral report, 


\N INTERESTING presenting 


all Sisterhoods were invited to prepare 
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a visual display, ¢ither in the form of 
decorative posters or table displays, of 
their outstanding activities. 


THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE of Rye. 
N. Y., recently published a handsome 
volume under the title Unto Thy Chil- 
dren. The volume was prepared under 
the supervision of Rabbi Samuel H. 
Gordon. The project grew out of two 
seemingly opposed needs: to raise 
funds through a synagogue journal; 
to hold up the words which have in- 
spired us through the centuries and 
which we gratefully transmit for our- 
selves and the generations yet to come. 

Instead of a journal. there has been 
produced a handsome book of value 
and meaning. The book is a fine com- 
pilation of thoughts, new and old. 
which have molded Jewish life. At the 
bottom of each page the name of the 
sponsor is printed. 


Miss JANE Evans, the Executive Di- 
rector of NFTS, was Chairman of the 
International Women’s meeting held 
in conjunction with the Eighth Inter- 
national Conference of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, which 
was held in London in July. The ses- 
sion was devoted to a discussion of “A 
Religious Approach to World Prob- 
Miss Eire 
in order to confer with the officers and 
board of directors of the Ladies’ Aux- 
iliary of the Dublin Jewish Progressive 
Congregation concerning  organiza- 
tional problems and _ procedures. 


lems.” Evans also visited 





CORRECTION PLEASE! 
| In the Rosh Mrs. 
A. F. Klein was erroneously listed 
as President of District No. 20. She 
is President of District No. 8. 


Ha-shono issue, 





MRS. MILTON STEINBERG 
& MISS ANITA WARBURG 
have designed a 


MODEL GIFT SHOP DISPLAY 


Now on view at Bloch Publishing Company 
31 W. 31st Street, New York City. Descrip- 
tive literature available on request. 
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December 24th 


Continued from page 19 


at the bus stop,” he explained. In two 
moments he and Hermione had their 
coats on and were ready to go. 

Evelyn stopped them for a second. 
“Please, Bob, take the long way back. 
We want to get something ready.” Bob 
answered, “I’ve got to pick up some 
things at my study anyway,” and they 
were gone. 

The young couple was waiting out- 
side the store. He was a tall, slender 
chap of about twenty-two; she was 
almost as tall and younger, yet her 
eyes made her look twice as old. The 
brief self-introductions were soon over 
and the young bride and groom seated 
themselves in the rear of the Warsaw 
Plymouth. 

As Bob left the cer to 
darkened synagogue, Hermione called 
in a whisper that carried clearly across 
the lawn, “Bob, don’t take your robe: 
let’s keep this informal.” 

He was back in a few moments with 
some papers, a book. and no robe. 

The Cohen home was quiet as they 
drove up. The soldier and his bride 
were ushered into the hallway where 
they removed their wraps. and then 
they turned to see that the living room 
had been transformed into a wedding 
parlor. A table had been set up and on 
it stood a crystal wine goblet and two 
lit candles. Over it a side of the baby’s 


enter the 


play-pen had been suspended from the 
chandelier as a canopy. The fireplace 
had been heaped with wood so that the 
flames danced and filled the room with 
their joyful brightness. To cap it all 
Evelyn had laid out her wedding veil 
for the bride so that absolutely noth- 
ing was missing. Adrian was busily 
going through an album of records as 
they entered, and he greeted the new- 
comers with the announcement that he 
had just found the bridal chorus from 
“Lohengrin.” 


The Wedding 


There have been more elaborate 
weddings, but it is doubtful if there 
have been many more beautiful. Bob 
hadn’t the solemnity or the poetry of 
some of his older colleagues. but there 
was a simplicity and sincerity that 
were as affecting as organ music. 

He spoke slowly. And when he said 
that wherever two people who love 
each other are found they are never 
alone, half a dozen young couples 
turned their eyes to each other, and 
one rabbi’s wife felt very much com- 
pensated for the difficulties of being 
a rebbetzin. 

Bob lifted his hands in blessing, a 
glass was broken and kisses ex- 
changed. The girl modestly bestowed 
a kiss on the rabbi. Each man pre- 
sented his cheek for the bride to peck 
at. while the women gave the young 
soldier a series of embarrassing but 





Letters 

Continued from page 2 
it exist, but we must accept it even though 
we keep trying to find a way to prevent 
it. We believe that when God wisely de- 
cides that polio is no longer necessary. 
He will !et us find the cure. Until then 
we must try to overcome it but we must 
also continue to believe that God knows 
best. 

ApeELINE LEISHIN 

Denver, Colorado 


Reform Is Not an Island 


To the Editor: 

I am deeply concerned with “A Com- 
plaint against Reform Judaism,” which 
appeared in the last issue. I feel that the 
complaint is valid only in the case of some 
individuals. not against Reform Judaism 
as such, All temples that I have visited 
use various methods. many of them “pro- 
posed” by Mr. Helfer. for bringing their 
members closer together. 

There are no stiff-necked Reform Jews. 
unless they were that way to begin with. 
Reform Judaism is not an island. It is a 
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haven of faith, Its services are understand- 
it functions at its best, 
newcomer 


able. and when 


it cordially receives the and 
lends warmth to its devotees. 
Dr. Moses Joet EIsenBerc 


Chestnut Hill, Mass. 





Listen! 
The MESSAGE OF ISRAEL 
radio program is now 
broadcast from New York 
each Sunday from 10:05 
to 10:30 A. M., E. S. T. 
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RELIGIOUS GIFTS 


e CHANUKAH MENORAHS 
e MEZUZAHS & STARS 
e ISRAELI ARTICLES 
e TOYS & NOVELTIES 
Send for free picture catalogue 
GIFT SHOP INQUIRIES INVITED 
THE JONATHAN DAVID CO. 
136 Division St. Dept’ R New York 2, N. Y. 




















whole-hearted hugs. How he blushed! 
The newlyweds wanted to withdraw 


immediately, but Adrian demanded 
that they stay for a drink. Then Evelyn 
brought them to the table made of the 
Susmans’ carton and solemnly handed 
them each a gift. “We got them for 
the rabbi and his wife,” she explained, 
“but they can wait for duplicates. We 
want you two to really remember this 
night. Won’t you please take them?” 

The girl who had been on the brink 
of tears all through the ceremony gave 
way completely, and her husband of 
five minutes’ duration was struck com- 
pletely dumb. It took two more 
minutes to talk them into accepting 
the gifts, and then they made a dash 
for the door utterly refusing to remain 
for the refreshments that were to 
follow. 

After Lou Susman, who had driven 
them to the station, had returned, the 
group sat about enjoying the hot ham- 
burgers Evelyn served. The discarded 
coverings of the gifts were at their 
feet. and the presents, including the 
large suitcase which the Susmans had 
wrapped while open, lay before them. 

Lois Gantowsky, musing over her 
sandwich, looked up at her husband 
and said, “I wish all weddings were as 
nice.” 

Rabbi Warsaw. from his corner of 
the divan answered, “Well, now we 
too will have something to celebrate 
every December 24th.” 


CHUCKLES 





Rasst Newton FriepMAN, Congrega- 
tion Beth Israel. Macon. Ga., tells 
about the temple custodian who 
kindled every Chanuko menorah in the 
social hall. prior to the candle-lighting 
ceremony, because he had overheard 
a teacher say that the candles must be 
lit by the shamos. 


Rapst Herman Snyper. of Sinai 
Temple, Springfield. Mass., tells, in 
the Carolina Israelite, about the 
woman who came up to him after a 
funeral and gushed, “It was so broad- 
minded of you to quote the 23rd Psalm 


from Mary Baker Eddy’s book.” 
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Highest Praise 
from BETH AM 


THE PEOPLES SYNAGOGUE 


The highest praise a professional in any field can receive 
concerns the character of his services. 

This firm provides skilied, experienced professional manage- 
ment for fund-raising campaigns. While we take great pride 
when—as almost invariably happens—the appeals we direct 
exceed their goals, what please us most are the unsolicited 
letters we frequently receive from former clients regarding 
the quality of our staff. 

These excerpts from a letter by leaders of Beth Am, The 
Peoples Synagogue, in Chicago, following their recent cam- 
paign for a new Temple and Community House, will interest 
all congregational leaders who are planning building fund 
campaigns. 








Your staff worked with 
our members cooperatti el yand 
displayed a sense of sincere 
reverence towards our institu- 
tion. . . . We feel that this 
Building Fund Campaign 
was conducted in a dignified 
manner, respectful of the pri- 
vacy and confidence of the 
individual. It has brought our 
members closer in thought and 


action to our Temple.” 





Consultation Without Obligation 


KETCHUM, INC. * Campaign Direction 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING, PITTSBURGH 19, PA. 
S00 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 306, N.Y. 


BETH AM BUILDING FUND 
Dr. Leon Unger, 
General Chairman 
Albert G. Weil, 
Building Fund Chairman 





Member American Association of Fund Raising Counsel 
4 








hooks to give records to give 


Ideal Chanuko Gifts 
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
Proudly Announces 


NEW The FIRST Holiday Album 
BOOKS A Professional Presentation 
Instructive — Entertaining — Dramatic! 


destined for bestsellerdom 


Price, $3.50 


The Story of Reform Judaism 
by Rabbi Sylvan D. Schwartzman 
—Vividly Written, Profusely Il- 
lustrated— Price, $2.00 


The New Jewish History 

by Mamie G. Gamoran 

—Accenting Drama. Achieve- 

ments, and Triumph over Trial 
Price, $2.00 


They Fought for Freedom 
by Elma Ehrlich Levinger 
—Portraits of Jewish Men of 
Valor— Price, $2.50 








Order at once for early delivery 
Special discounts to Sisterhood Gift Shops 


Order from the Commission on Jewish Education, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York 21. N. Y. 
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Compiled @ ALL LOFT’S CANDIES HAVE BEEN UNDER RABBINICAL SUrens/ISION SINCE 1936; 
Better Compile AND ARE CERTIFIED KOSHER BY RABBI J. M. CHARLOP AND RABBIS. REICHMAN 
to your $ i, pars 


LIS c sei 
} requirements 


for Better maelaa Ten to. 
Mailings Ten Million 


COMPLETE 
DIRECT 
MAIL 


SERVICE rite for most complete 


Catalog of Mailing Lists 


W. S. PONTON, Inc., Dep't. J 
50 East 42nd St... New York 17,N.Y 





For Synagogue and Temple 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
Upholstered Individual Chairs 





Luxurious individual 
seats—beautiful, 
comfortable, 
dignified. Choice 

of end designs. 


Write for details. 
Dept. 155 


AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan, Branch Offices in Principal Cities 


The Rebirth 
and Destiny 
of Israel 














by David Ben-Gurion 


A victory dreamed of for 
centuries is described in the 
words of its chief architect, one 
of the greatest pioneers of the 
Jewish rebirth. 


Here, in power and sweep, 
in unbroken development, and 
constant enrichment, is the es- 
sence of the personal and pub- Little Aristocrats Festive chocolates that are 
lic philosophy of one of the | LOFT’S famous chocolate aii 
greatest of living Jews. | miniatures. Dark or Milk /iner quality... more delicious... 


ee eh en | 1-39 the pound sensibly priced. In specially created 
All Fruits and Nuts , A 
PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY, Publishers Dark or Milk Chocolate Dlue, gold and white boxes 


15 East 40th St., Desk 599, N. Y. 16, N.Y. 
$1.49 the pound that typify the Holiday spirit. 


-..areal“Mechayeh”! 

















Enclosed is $ for copy(ies) of 
Ben Gurion’s ‘THE REBIRTH AND DESTINY 
OF ISRAEL,”’ at $10.00 per copy. 





